Volume 7 Number 1 (2026) E-ISSN: 2722-6794 APHO K! SME

]anuary_]une 2026 P-ISSN: 2722-6786 Journal of Arabic Language, Literature, and Education
Page: 785-805 DOI: 10.37680/aphorisme.v7i1.9792 losni s L2 0 ) ,.,;/J} P

AL-TAULID LI MUSTALAHAT AL-LUGAH AL-TASYGILIYYAH FI WASA'IL AL-
TAWASUL AL-IJTIMA‘I: DIRASAH SARFIYYAH WA DALALIYYAH

(1135 430 Ldy2) la ) Juolsdl Jiluy 3 At dl) lodlaral s

Zelvira'!, Najamuddin A. Safa?, Mohamad Harjum?
ZUniversitas Islam Negeri Alauddin Makassar; Indonesia
Correspondence E-mail; Zelvira002@gmail.com

Submitted: 29/05/2026 Revised: 14/06/2026 Accepted: 28/06/2026 Published: 13/07/2026

Abstract This research presents a morphological and semantic analytical study of Arabic
word formation (neologisms) for operational terms on social media, specifically
within the WhatsApp and Instagram applications. The purpose of this research is
to identify the morphological and semantic formation patterns of new Arabic terms
used in social media interfaces, as well as the methods used to create them. This
research utilizes a qualitative descriptive approach. The primary data sources are
the Arabic language interfaces of the WhatsApp and Instagram applications. The
population and sample of this study comprise the operational terms found within
these platforms, specifically 128 terms on WhatsApp and 145 terms on Instagram.
Data collection was conducted through observation and documentation
techniques. Subsequently, the data were analyzed using morphological and
semantic analytical techniques to categorize the neologism patterns. The results of
this study reveal 82 distinct, newly coined Arabic operational terms across both
applications. These linguistic adaptations are generated through two primary core
mechanisms. Morphologically, the neologisms are predominantly formed through
derivation and compounding. Semantically, the terms are constructed using
metaphorical extensions of meaning (isti’arah and tawsi’ al-ma'na) alongside direct
translations to effectively convey digital operational functions. These findings
demonstrate the Arabic language's dynamic capacity to accommodate and localize
modern technological concepts within digital interfaces. The primary benefit of this
thesis is to enrich the university's academic repository of knowledge, specifically to
enhance students' understanding in the Department of Arabic Language and
Literature of morphological and semantic studies, with a special focus on Arabic
word formation related to operational terms on social media.
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Semantic; Social Media; WhatsApp.
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