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Abstract 

 

 

 

 

 The author's aim in researching waste banks is to provide an understanding of 

waste management with a new paradigm in waste management, namely waste 

banks. Based on Law Number 18 of 2008, the use new paradigm of collect-

transport-dispose in the Minister of Environment and Forestry Regulation 

Number 14 of 2021, namely with the issuance of a circular. This research was 

carried out using the legal research method. This type of empirical legal 

research is descriptive in nature, explaining what happened in Sukoharjo 

Regency and analyzed qualitatively. Results from several literature and 

interviews with the existence of waste bank regulations, local governments 

carry out and implement them. Sukoharjo Regency has the role of the 

environmental service in carrying out environmental management, especially 

waste management. However, there are areas where not all of them have active 

waste banks, so this research is interesting to examine waste banks in realizing 

the legal principles of a sustainable environment in Sukoharjo Regency. The 

research results show that the implementation of waste banks in Sukoharjo 

Regency must be further optimized to achieve environmental law objectives 

with the principle of sustainability and waste banks as a circular economy. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The environment can be considered as a place for living creatures to live, and protecting and 

preserving it is a shared responsibility. According to Law Number 32 of 2009 concerning environmental 

protection and management, there are various principles that must be upheld, including the principles 

of sustainability and sustainability as explained in Article 2. These aspects are the basis for efforts to 

maintain ecosystems and environmental sustainability. In the current era, we see that the majority of 

the population is less concerned about the environment, especially in dealing with waste problems. 

Even though there are regulations regarding waste management, as regulated in Law Number 18 of 

2008 in Indonesia, there is still a lack of public awareness. Many people still throw rubbish carelessly 
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and do not understand the importance of sorting waste. This condition causes a lack of awareness in 

sorting and processing waste, which in turn causes significant accumulation of waste in various areas. 

Waste management experiences obstacles in terms of final disposal. (Asiyah, 2019). People in general 

only see waste as waste and often do not understand that waste sorting can provide great benefits for 

the environment. It is important to remember that the waste problem is a joint responsibility of the 

community and the government. Collective efforts from all parties, including government, private 

sector, and individuals, are needed to create positive behavioral changes regarding waste management. 

The increasing population and the increasing consumer lifestyle of society increase the volume, 

types and characteristics of waste to become diverse (Bakhri, 2018). Garbage that is left piled up for a 

long period has the potential to disrupt the aesthetics and beauty of the surrounding environment. In 

addition, the negative impacts can include the emergence of various diseases that can be detrimental to 

human health. Environmental disturbances caused by waste often originate from humans' inability to 

handle or manage waste effectively. Public awareness about the importance of waste management is 

still low, especially in terms of using segregated waste bins at home, and throwing them away 

inappropriately, for example into waterways or by burning them, which ultimately pollutes the 

surrounding environment. The main challenge is the difficulty of society in adopting correct waste 

management practices at the household level. In responding to this problem, the government faces the 

need to design effective programs and policies to overcome waste management problems. The presence 

of the Law on waste management reflects the government's initiative to provide a structured and 

comprehensive solution to overcoming the waste problem in this country. This is an effort taken by the 

government to address the waste problem as a whole, from its source to its management, with the hope 

of providing economic benefits to the community. This law was born out of the government's concern 

about the escalation of the waste problem which requires a more planned and holistic approach, 

covering upstream to downstream aspects. The aim is not only to keep the environment clean but also 

to provide economic benefits to the community through efficient waste management. Therefore, it is 

hoped that this Law can become an effective instrument in achieving a healthy and sustainable living 

environment. Through the implementation of the waste management law, the government is trying to 

provide concrete solutions in dealing with waste problems, with the hope of creating a clean, healthy 

environment and providing positive benefits for the lives of society as a whole. (Abdussamad et al., 

2022) 

Based on data from the Sukoharjo Regency Environmental Service in January 2023, Sukoharjo 

Regency has a waste accumulation problem, the waste generation is 363.29 tons throughout Sukoharjo 

Regency, whereas according to the Environmental Service's estimate for 2023 the potential for waste 

generation is only around 137,861 tons. Based on this data, the accumulation of waste in Sukoharjo 
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exceeds the potential predicted by the Sukoharjo Regency Environmental Service. Then, the 

Government launched a waste bank to implement a new paradigm in waste management. Apart from 

that, Law enforcement in waste management is handling and prevention (Candrakirana, 2015). 

However, its operation is not optimal in all areas in Sukoharjo Regency and there are waste banks that 

are no longer active. One concrete form of waste management that can be directly felt by the community 

on a small scale is the Waste Bank (Istanabi et al., 2022). 

The problems that occur in Sukoharjo Regency can be analyzed through the prism of sustainable 

development theory, which is in line with the principles of sustainability contained in environmental 

law, which is the science of effective and ethical environmental management. Sustainable Development 

Theory is an important basis for maintaining the economy, social and environment, so that people can 

enjoy an adequate environment for prosperity and health. The dense population in Sukoharjo Regency 

has a significant relationship with the environment, especially considering the lack of territory. This is 

one of the triggers for the emergence of a growing socio-economic class in society. In this context, 

differences in economic class reflect inequality in access and use of environmental resources, which can 

worsen environmental conditions and cause negative impacts on community welfare. Sustainability 

aspects in environmental law provide a strong legal basis for managing the environment properly and 

correctly. Principles such as preserving natural resources, reducing waste, and efficient use of resources 

serve as guidelines in efforts to maintain a sustainable environment. By implementing this principle of 

sustainability, it is hoped that development in Sukoharjo Regency can take place without sacrificing the 

environment and be able to provide long-term benefits for the community. A healthy environment is a 

prerequisite for people's well-being, especially in terms of physical and mental health. Therefore, 

maintaining a balance between development and environmental sustainability will help create optimal 

conditions for the people of Sukoharjo Regency. Sustainable Development Theory and the principle of 

sustainability in environmental management, it is hoped that Sukoharjo Regency can build a sustainable 

future, where economic, social and environmental development can go hand in hand and provide long-

term benefits for future generations. Thus, the problems faced can be overcome with a comprehensive 

and sustainable approach. (Natasya et al., 2023) 

Based on Article 28 H of the 1945 Constitution, economic development in Indonesia is directed by 

considering the principles of sustainable and environmentally sound development. This reflects the 

spirit of integrating sustainability aspects in every development effort so that the law can provide 

benefits to the community (Romdoni, 2023). Regional regulations in the administration of the 

government of The state makes changes to the authority between the center and the regions in handling 

environmental protection and management. This change has a significant impact, namely a decrease in 

environmental credibility, which can threaten the sustainability of human life and other living creatures. 
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Therefore, appropriate and consistent environmental protection and management is a solution that 

involves all parties playing a role. This effort is not only aimed at ensuring sustainable economic 

development but also as a form of collective responsibility to maintain ecosystem balance and support 

the survival of all forms of life. In this context, legal certainty and protection of each individual's rights 

are the main focus. With clear and consistent laws, everyone has the certainty that their rights in the 

environment will be recognized and protected. This creates a solid legal basis for involving all parties 

in protecting the environment. Regional regulations given to regional governments provide space to 

accommodate the diversity of environmental conditions in each region. This allows the formulation of 

policies that are more responsive to local environmental challenges and strengthens community 

participation in environmental management. The spirit of sustainable and environmentally sound 

development in the 1945 Constitution reflects a commitment to direct economic development without 

sacrificing environmental sustainability. This creates the basis for policies and actions that support 

harmonization between development aspects and environmental protection. Environmental protection 

and management needs to continue to strengthen cooperation between central and regional 

governments, involve all stakeholders, and maintain the sustainability of environmental protection 

efforts for the next generation. (Ulfatun Najicha, 2022) 

Research specifically explores waste banks by referring to Sukoharjo Regency Regional Regulation 

No. 16 of 2021 concerning waste management, as well as more detailed implementation of waste banks 

through Sukoharjo Regent Regulation Number 46 of 2022 concerning guidelines for implementing 

waste management, which specifically discusses the role of Waste Banks. The uniqueness and 

importance of this research lies in the fact that although there are many waste banks in Sukoharjo 

Regency, their distribution is not evenly distributed throughout the region. Therefore, the urgency of 

this research is because it can contribute to identifying the extent to which waste bank implementation 

is by existing regulations. It is hoped that the results of this research will provide in-depth insight into 

waste bank management that occurs in the community of Sukoharjo Regency. The importance of this 

research is not only limited to the individual level, but also at the level of society as a whole. Through 

this research, it is hoped that it can create a society that cares more about the environment with their 

active role in managing waste banks. This research highlights the important role of the government in 

achieving sustainable principles in waste bank management in Sukoharjo Regency as a basis for the 

government's efforts to optimize the role of waste banks as an integral part of a sustainable and efficient 

waste management system. 
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2. METHOD 

This research adopts a type of empirical research, also known as non-doctrinal research in the 

context of legal research. In the empirical approach, the initial focus of research is on secondary data, 

which is then followed by research on primary data through field activities or direct interaction with 

the community, according to the concept explained (Soekanto, 2020). This method involves collecting 

data through interviews and field observations to gain an in-depth understanding of the problem under 

study. This research approach uses a qualitative approach to describe and explain phenomena related 

to waste bank management in the Sukoharjo Regency. The primary data collection process was carried 

out through interviews with related parties, such as the Sukoharjo Regency Environmental Service and 

waste bank administrators in Sukoharjo District. Secondary data collection was carried out through 

document study and literature study. The data analysis method applied involves the stages of collecting 

data, presenting data, and verifying data. This aims to detail and present the information obtained 

systematically, as well as verify the accuracy and validity of the data that has been collected. This 

approach allows researchers to gain an in-depth understanding of waste bank management practices in 

Sukoharjo Regency and present findings comprehensively. 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1. Coherence of Environmental Law in Waste Banks with Sustainable Environmental Principles 

Environmental Law is a branch of science that regulates aspects related to the environment. The 

division of environmental law consists of two points of view, namely modern which focuses on the 

environment or what is known as environment-oriented law, and classical environmental law which is 

oriented towards environmental use is called user-oriented law. Currently, in Indonesia, what is being 

implemented is modern environmental law, which includes the basic rules for maintaining human 

behavior to protect the environment from damage and ensure its sustainability and quality. The modern 

orientation of environmental law places primary attention on protecting the environment and 

improving its quality. This includes creating policies and regulations that support the principles of 

preserving natural resources, managing waste, and mitigating negative impacts on ecosystems. 

Environmental law aims to ensure that the use of natural resources is carried out sustainably and 

responsibly. The modern orientation of environmental law reflects awareness of the urgency of 

environmental conservation as an integral part of sustainable development. It is hoped that the 

implementation of this law can shape the mindset and behavior of society and industry players towards 

environmental sustainability. In the context of modern environmental law, it is important to create 

regulations that can regulate the management of natural resources, waste handling, and other human 

actions that have the potential to damage the environment. This environmental law aims to provide a 
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strong legal basis for achieving a balance between human needs and nature conservation. Modern 

environmental law includes the basis and norms created to minimize environmental losses due to 

human activities. A clear legal basis is expected for public awareness and responsibility for 

environmental conservation. 

Environmental law functions as a juridical instrument that regulates environmental management 

with several roles for the government and government regulations. Environmental law as a juridical 

instrument has an important role in managing and protecting the environment in the form of 

regulations, policies, and norms that determine procedures and responsibilities for overall 

environmental management depending on the government's role in implementing environmental law. 

Environmental management law as part of environmental law has the aim of regulating human 

behavior in interacting with the environment. This regulation is designed to create a sustainable balance 

between human needs and environmental conservation to create a good and healthy living 

environment. Environmental governance law addresses various aspects, including natural resource 

management, waste management, and biodiversity conservation. Through this regulation, it is hoped 

that human behavior can be directed and in line with the principles of environmental conservation. 

Aspects of the balance of human life in using the environment are regulated in laws that regulate the 

limitation of natural resources for future generations. Therefore, this regulation is aimed at preventing 

over-exploitation and environmental damage, with the hope of creating good environmental conditions 

for future generations. In environmental law, aspects of environmental governance help create a legal 

foundation that guides human behavior to be in line with sustainability principles. These regulations 

create the basis for responsible and sustainable environmental management. 

Environmental management is of course regulated in environmental management contained in 

Law Number 32 of 2009 concerning Environmental Protection and Management. Article 3 contains the 

objectives of environmental protection and management, which have a focus on protecting the territory 

of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia, covering several aspects: 

a. Protect the country from environmental pollution 

b. Sufficient safety, health and community life 

c. Fulfilling the survival of living things and preserving the ecosystem; 

d. Carry out environmental function sustainability; 

e. Realizing environmental harmony, harmony, and balance; 

f. Sufficient and safeguarding the environment to achieve intergenerational and intragenerational justice; 

g. Fulfilling the protection of environmental rights; 

h. Take care and be wise in using resources; 

i. Realizing sustainable development; And 
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j. Anticipating global environmental issues. 

From this goal, the concept of using sustainable principles becomes the basis for achieving 

sustainable development goals. One important aspect of waste management refers to the remains of 

human activities. This waste or rubbish management aims to reduce the accumulation and hoarding of 

waste that occurs in the environment. Waste management as part of a sustainable concept includes 

various strategies, including recycling, waste reduction, and responsible management of each type of 

waste produced. Thus, waste is considered a resource that can be reused. Sustainable principles in waste 

management also involve active community participation in environmentally friendly waste 

management practices. This includes awareness of waste segregation, the use of environmentally 

friendly products, and the adoption of a sustainable lifestyle. Sustainable waste management does not 

only include technical aspects but also involves education and guidance for the community regarding 

the importance of waste management. Reducing waste landfilling through sustainable waste 

management can contribute to maintaining ecosystem balance and preventing negative impacts on the 

environment for development purposes that take into account the needs of the current generation 

without compromising the capabilities of future generations. Prioritizing sustainable waste 

management allows society to actively participate in overall sustainable development. 

Waste can be defined as unused leftover results from daily activities. Every individual is a waste 

producer as a result of natural processes that result in the formation of piles of rubbish. Waste 

management, as explained in Article 3 of the Waste Management Law, is regulated based on several 

important principles. The principle of responsibility refers to the obligation of every party, including 

individuals, to be responsible for the waste they produce. This principle emphasizes the importance of 

active participation in waste management. The sustainable principle views waste management as an 

effort that must take into account environmental sustainability. In this context, waste management 

actions are directed at meeting current needs without compromising the capabilities of future 

generations. The benefit principle reflects that waste management must produce positive benefits, both 

in environmental, economic, and social terms. Waste can be managed in such a way that it produces 

added value or benefits for society. The principle of justice emphasizes the importance of distributing 

the burden and benefits of waste management fairly among all parties involved. This justice involves 

equal treatment of all elements of society. The awareness principle shows that waste management must 

be based on the level of public awareness of the importance of environmental protection and 

responsibility for the waste produced. The principle of togetherness refers to collaboration between 

various parties, including government, society, and the private sector, in waste management efforts. 

This synergy is considered important to achieve optimal results. The principle of safety and security 

demands that waste management must be carried out by paying attention to security and safety factors, 
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both for humans and the environment. The principle of economic value emphasizes that waste 

management must take into account the economic value of the waste, including the potential to recycle 

or produce valuable products from the waste. 

The principle of sustainability cannot be separated from the implementation of good 

environmental governance, which includes the application of principles Environmental Governance 

(GEG) is an important approach in ensuring sustainable use of natural resources and protecting 

environmental quality. To achieve this, openness in handling the environment by the Government, as 

well as active involvement of the community in making new decisions, are the keys to formulating and 

implementing environmental policies (Purniawati et al., 2020). Waste management is directed at the 

main goal, namely maintaining public health, maintaining environmental quality, and providing added 

value to waste (Evita & Galingging, 2019). To achieve this goal, waste management must be regulated 

and supervised by legal provisions. Law Number 18 of 2008 is the legal framework that regulates waste 

management in Indonesia. Article 2 of the waste management law explains in detail the types of waste 

that are regulated and managed. This includes the definition and classification of waste, providing a 

legal basis for the government to manage various types of waste left over from residential and industrial 

activities. The principle of sustainability in waste management is the basis for formulating related 

policies and programs. By ensuring that every step in waste management considers sustainability 

aspects, it is hoped that we can create a system that can operate sustainably and contribute positively 

to the environment. Apart from that, the principles of Environmental Governance (GEG) support the 

implementation of effective waste management. Community involvement in the decision-making 

process and implementation of environmental programs is a form of GEG, which can increase the 

effectiveness and sustainability of waste management. The principles of sustainability and good 

governance are expected to be able to protect the community in the areas of health, the environment 

and positive values originating from household, similar or special waste. 

One of the appropriate government policies to achieve a good environment and have sustainability 

principles is the implementation of the waste bank policy. The government makes policies to reduce 

and handle waste. The government is implementing a new paradigm from collecting-transporting-

disposing to having economic value. One of the initiatives that has emerged to support sustainable 

waste management is the implementation of Minister of Environment and Forestry Regulation Number 

14 of 2021. Waste banks are considered a concrete step towards the principle of sustainability because 

they involve processes that play a role in preserving nature. This effort aims to ensure that every 

individual can enjoy a good and healthy living environment, in line with the principles of sustainability. 

Waste banks are a means of achieving sustainability because they involve the community directly in 

waste management. The implementation of waste banks is not only a place to collect waste but also a 
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place to create environmental awareness and change consumer behavior towards a more sustainable 

lifestyle. Active participation in waste banks is expected to create a healthy living environment and have 

a positive impact on justice for the current generation and future. By applying the principles of 

Sustainable Development, waste management efforts can contribute to achieving justice, both in the 

context of one generation and between generations. The Minister of Environment and Forestry 

Regulation provides a clear legal basis for waste management and the role of waste banks in realizing 

a sustainable environment. By implementing this regulation, it is hoped that a system can be created 

that is resilient, actively involves the community, and has a positive impact on the quality of the 

environment. The principle of sustainability contained in the Regulation of the Minister of Environment 

and Forestry is the basis for achieving justice goals in the short and long term. 

The operation of the waste bank is of course also supported by the role of the Regional Government, 

namely by providing facilities and infrastructure for the waste bank. Based on interviews with the 

environmental service, the facilities in Sukoharjo Regency provide weighing facilities, waste sorting 

bins, and buildings for storing waste. This is the same thing that is also felt at the Joho Makmur waste 

bank. They are given waste sorting bins so they can sort the waste according to what can be recycled or 

not so that it can be by sustainable principles to keep the Joho area free from waste and utilize waste at 

the waste bank. running continuously. This is different from less active waste banks, they only get a 

scale for the sustainability of the waste bank. 

“Planned, integrated, and systematic activities to increase human well-being and protect the 

environment's sustainability function without reducing access or benefits for future generations are 

required. Becomes a method for looking at or referencing government and society, as well as the parties 

involved, to realize an environment where Policy is insightful. This item is the embodiment of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) draft. Draft development that is sustainable as a result of 

guarding the environment's endurance is capable of aiding the environment and the sustainability of 

life. Sustainability-related and purposeful policy development for the protection of human life, natural 

resource equilibrium, and the preservation of the environment”. (Najicha et al., 2023) 

Policy implementation can be measured through success indicators that can reflect the achievement 

of goals and positive impacts on society. Therefore, a policy must be implemented effectively and 

related to regional government operations (Megasafitri et al., 2023). The effectiveness of policy 

implementation has a significant influence on environmental functions, preserving the environment 

and ensuring human welfare. Systematically planned activities are needed to improve human welfare 

without harming the environment so that future generations can feel the benefits. An effective policy 

must be directed at the goal of sustainable development, namely creating a healthy and sustainable 

environment. This policy serves as a guide for the government, society, and related parties in achieving 
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a broad-minded policy environment. As part of the design of sustainable development goals, this policy 

reflects efforts to balance development and environmental preservation. 

The Environmental Service implements a waste bank program to provide lessons to local 

communities regarding the importance of sorting household waste according to type. Furthermore, the 

system implemented by the Waste Bank has developed by providing an understanding that waste has 

a selling value that is received by customers, not only in the form of money from waste collection but 

also in the form of savings. The increase in the amount of savings is adjusted to the amount of waste 

collected by the community. These savings can be withdrawn after one year has passed or during 

holidays, providing economic incentives to people who participate in the waste bank program, this fact 

was revealed in research by (Septiani et al., 2019). The success of waste banks is not only reflected in 

better waste management but also in the positive impact on the economic conditions of the communities 

involved. Support from statutory regulations strengthens the existence of waste banks as a 

sustainability model that is integrated into the legal system. Therefore, the existence of a waste bank not 

only provides environmental benefits, but also creates a positive impact in the economic aspect of 

society, in accordance with the sustainability principles that have been implemented. 

3.2.  Management of waste banks in Sukoharjo Regency 

The management of waste banks in Sukoharjo Regency is by the directions contained in the 

Minister of Environment and Forestry Regulation Number 14 of 2021 concerning waste management in 

waste banks. This Ministerial Regulation was initiated by a new paradigm shift that recognizes the 

economic value of waste. This paradigm was adopted in the regions, including Sukoharjo Regency, in 

line with Regional Regulation Number 16 of 2011 Sukoharjo Regency. This paradigm shift implicitly 

indicates the adoption of the 3R principles (Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle) in waste management in 

Sukoharjo Regency. The details are regulated in more detail in Regent Regulation Number 46 of 2022, 

which is a guideline for implementing waste management at the local level. Through this series of 

regulations, Sukoharjo Regency integrates the concept of the economic value of waste with the 3R 

principles, creating a clear and detailed legal basis for waste bank management. Thus, this region's 

efforts to mitigate the waste problem do not only rely on environmental aspects but also consider 

economic and social aspects in sustainability efforts. 

Management of waste banks in Sukoharjo Regency, there are many waste banks in Sukoharjo 

Regency, in Weru District there are 5 waste banks, Bulu District 27 waste banks, Tawangsari District 4 

waste banks, Sukoharjo District 26 waste banks, Nguter District 7 waste banks, Bendosari District 10 

waste banks, Polokarto District 13 waste banks, Mojolaban District 20 waste banks, Baki District 6 waste 

banks, Grogol District 20 waste banks, Gatak District 10 waste banks and Kartasura District 78 waste 
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banks. So, a total of 226 waste banks with data taken from the Environmental Service regarding the 

number of waste banks in Sukoharjo Regency, the most waste banks are in Kartasura District with 78 

waste banks and the fewest in Tawangsari are 4 waste banks. This means that not all sub-districts or 

villages have waste banks. Even though the appeal regarding waste banks is of course to be 

implemented in the community (the smallest units such as sub-districts or villages). For example, in 

Tawangsari District there are 12 villages or sub-districts there are only 4 waste banks. So, not all villages 

or sub-districts have formed and owned one. The community should become social capital to make the 

existence of waste banks effective in waste management programs (Nurikah & Furqon, 2022). 

Waste bank management has an important role for the environmental service and also the 

community. The environmental service carries out outreach to the community and the community is 

expected to implement it. Community enthusiasm is also used in waste bank management because 

based on interviews, many waste banks in Sukoharjo Regency which were initially active became less 

active due to a lack of community enthusiasm and a lack of successor regeneration. This is following 

the measurement of legal effectiveness which can be seen from several conditions, namely real behavior, 

meaning behavior that can be seen with human senses. For example, in traditional communities in rural 

areas it is expected that a traditional head will protect the people he leads. This can be checked or 

observed by monitoring real behavior, both when a dispute arises and when there is no dispute 

(Soekanto, 2019). In this case, the waste bank always gets a role from the environmental service but not 

in continuity so there is no regular supervision, it's just that according to the interview the author found, 

the waste bank management made a report to the service but there was no feedback. 

The concepts regarding social benefits by the waste bank policy implemented by the government 

are reflected in Article 1 paragraph 6 which states that a waste bank is a facility for managing waste 

with the 3R principle (reduce, reuse, and recycle). This article emphasizes that waste banks can be 

formed and managed by various parties, such as the community, business entities, or local 

governments. Therefore, waste banks are not only a tool to reduce the amount of waste and increase 

community participation in waste management. The application of the 3R principles in waste banks is 

a concrete illustration of the concept of sustainable development and technological innovation. The 

application of this concept ensures that waste management activities are carried out in a planned, 

directed manner and taking into account their impact on the environment. Thus, waste banks are not 

only a solution to reduce the waste problem but also an integral part of holistic and sustainable 

development efforts. (Dirkareshza et al., 2022) 

The circular economy concept (circular economy) is coherent with the base Sustainable 

Development (Sustainable Development), because the success of this concept is made to realize the four 

pillars of sustainable Development so that it can be resolved, where problems of growth (economic), 
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equality (social), environment and legal governance can be resolved together. Although, Sustainable 

Development it is still often felt as a concept that is too biased towards things that humans use in nature 

and excludes other non-human creatures even though those who do it come from human activities 

themselves (Masruroh, Nikmatul, 2022). In implementing the formation and management of waste 

banks, it is carried out by referring to the principles of responsibility, sustainability, justice, 

togetherness, participation and economic value (Nggilu & Towadi, 2022)\ 

In the environmental sector, waste management that uses circular economy principles is a waste 

bank, because a waste bank makes the remaining results of human activity (garbage) into something 

useful and has economic value. The economic value is in the form of savings. On the other hand, the 

application of waste banks to achieve a circular economy also takes the form of utilizing organic waste 

into compost, the compost can be sold and become income for the community. The waste bank process, 

which begins with waste sorting activities by the community, also has a positive impact on the economy. 

Through waste sorting, people can effectively separate types of waste and recycle materials that can be 

reprocessed. This not only reduces the amount of waste that pollutes the environment, but also creates 

new economic potential. By being actively involved in sorting waste, people can collect materials that 

have economic value, such as paper, plastic or metal. The waste bank then facilitates the sale or reuse 

of these materials, creating an additional source of income for the communities involved. In this way, 

waste banks act as microeconomic drivers at the local level. In addition, this process provides an 

opportunity for the community to better understand the economic value of waste and develop 

awareness of the importance of sustainable waste management. Increasing community participation in 

these activities can also create local jobs and increase purchasing power at the community level. As a 

result, the waste banking process not only creates a positive impact on the environment but also makes 

a real contribution to the economy of the local community. Waste Banks are an alternative solution for 

the government and society in reducing the ever-increasing volume of waste (Purwendah et al., 2022). 

4. CONCLUSION 

Environmental law is applied in waste banks to realize the principle of sustainability which is one 

of the principles of environmental law applied in society beneficial for environmental sustainability and 

sustainable living by converting waste into economic value. Waste banks can be put to good use by the 

community.  

The waste bank in Sukoharjo Regency is assisted by the environmental service in providing 

facilities and outreach. However, the community also needs an active role in smoothing the operation 

of waste banks in the field. This is why there are still waste banks in Sukoharjo that are less active due 

to community enthusiasm and also the lack of successor regeneration. So, the government can provide 
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solutions so that every waste bank remains active to help reduce waste in Sukoharjo Regency. 
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