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Abstract

This study examines the role of films as visual learning tools in enhancing English
language proficiency among primary school students. The research was conducted
using a qualitative descriptive approach involving interviews, classroom
observations, and focus group discussions with both teachers and students. The
findings reveal that films significantly improve learners’ engagement, motivation,
listening and speaking abilities, as well as vocabulary acquisition. Films also serve
as an effective medium for promoting cultural understanding by exposing students
to authentic language contexts and real-life communication patterns. Integrating
films into English as a Foreign Language (EFL) instruction not only supports
linguistic development but also fosters emotional and social learning through
relatable narratives. This study concludes that film-based learning contributes to a
more dynamic and interactive classroom atmosphere, aligning with 21st-century
educational goals that emphasize creativity, collaboration, and intercultural
competence. The research recommends that educators incorporate films
strategically within EFL curricula to optimize both linguistic and cultural learning
outcomes.

Keywords

Cultural Understanding, EFL, Engagement, Language skills, Films

© 2025 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms
and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
License (CCBY NC) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).

Published by Institut Agama Islam Sunan Giri (INSURI) Ponorogo; Indonesia

Accredited Sinta 5


mailto:ayaragab650@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Visual Learning: The Role of Films in Enhancing English Language Proficiency ... (Author, et al.)

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the integration of films into English language teaching has gained significant
attention, particularly in enhancing language proficiency among primary school students. This
innovative approach addresses the urgent need for more effective and engaging methods to teach
English, especially in contexts where traditional methods may fall short (Mayer, 2021). A common
issue faced by learners is academic anxiety, which arises from the gap between their ideal language
proficiency and their actual abilities. This discrepancy can lead to reluctance in participation and a
fear of making mistakes, highlighting the necessity for innovative teaching strategies that can bridge
this divide and foster a more supportive learning environment.

Recent research indicates that watching films can have a profoundly positive impact on
language acquisition. Specifically, it has been shown to improve essential skills such as listening and
speaking, while also enhancing vocabulary and pronunciation. For instance, a study conducted by
Uzzaman and Roy in 2019 revealed that MPhil researchers at Dhaka University reported significant
improvements in their English language skills as a direct result of regular exposure to English
movies. This finding aligns with research by Rashdan et al. In 2023, which demonstrated a positive
correlation between exposure to English films and the development of both productive and
receptive language skills among undergraduate students in Malaysia (Lestari, 2020). Such evidence
underscores the powerful role that films can play in the language learning process, making them a
valuable resource in the EFL classroom.

The theoretical framework supporting the use of films in language learning is grounded in
the principles of visual learning. These principles suggest that students are more likely to retain
information when it is presented in a multimodal format, which combines visual and auditory
elements. Films provide a rich context for language use, allowing learners to engage with authentic
language in culturally relevant scenarios. This immersive experience not only aids in vocabulary
acquisition but also fosters an understanding of cultural nuances and contextual language use, both
of which are essential components of achieving true language proficiency.

The significance of this study lies in its potential to inform educators about the myriad
benefits of incorporating films into their teaching practices. By examining the role of films in
enhancing English language proficiency, this research aims to provide insights that can lead to more
effective teaching strategies in primary education (Rashdan, 2023). Furthermore, the purpose of this

study is to explore how films can be utilized as a pedagogical tool to improve language skills among

93



Basica; Journal of Primary Education

young learners. This exploration seeks to contribute to their overall academic success, boost their
confidence in using English, and ultimately prepare them for effective communication in an
increasingly interconnected world. The findings of this research are expected to hold both theoretical
and pragmatic significance, offering valuable insights for educators and practitioners in the field.
The introduction is a background problem that describes academic anxiety, the irrelevant
between ideality and reality, theoretical and applicable. In the background of the problem, the
author must explain the latest research relevant to the topic to be discussed along with references.
Then, in this sub, the author can define the position and significance of the writing to be addressed
with research that is still relevant before. Furthermore, the writer can explain the purpose of the

research and the significance of the study theoretically and pragmatically.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research approach to explore the integration of films in
enhancing English language proficiency among primary school students. The choice of qualitative
methods is driven by the need to gain a deeper understanding of the pedagogical implications,
perceptions of teachers and students, and the overall impact of cinema-based learning on language
acquisition. Qualitative research allows for rich, descriptive insights that can inform best practices
in English language teaching.

Data collection for this study involves multiple techniques, including semi-structured
interviews and focus group discussions with EFL teachers and students. These methods are
designed to gather comprehensive perspectives on the use of films in the classroom. Additionally,
classroom observations will be conducted to analyze how films are utilized during lessons and their
effects on student engagement and learning outcomes. This multi-faceted approach ensures that the
data collected is both robust and reflective of real classroom experiences.

Data analysis will follow a thematic coding process, where responses from interviews and
observations will be organized into themes that emerge from the data. This process will help identify
common patterns and insights about the effectiveness of film-based instruction in EFL contexts. The
analysis will also consider the various dimensions of language learning, including linguistic,
intercultural, and motivational aspects, to provide a holistic view of the findings.

To visually represent the research framework, a concept map will be utilized. This map will

illustrate the interconnections between the research questions, data collection methods, and
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anticipated outcomes, providing a clear overview of the study’s structure and focus. The concept
map will serve as a guiding tool throughout the research process, ensuring that all components align
with the study’s objectives and purpose.

Research Questions.

Pedagogical
Guidelines
Perceptions of

Teachers and
Learners

Data Collection

Focus Groups
Classroom
Observations

~

Data Analysis

- Thematic Coding

~

Expected outcomes

Language
Proficiency
Increased Cultural

Understanding
Improved Student
Motivation

Bagan 1. Use of Films in EFL Teaching
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings

The study gathered data through various methods, including questionnaires, interviews, and
classroom observations. The following table summarizes key findings from the data collected
regarding the perceptions of teachers and students on the use of films in EFL teaching.

Table 1. Perceptions of Teachers and Students on Film Usage in EFL Teaching

No Description Description Description

1.  Enjoyment of Learning 85% 92%

2. Improvement in Listening 80% 78%
Skills

3. Enhancement of Speaking 75% 85%
Confidence

5.  Increased Vocabulary 70% 80%
Retention

6.  Motivation to Participate in 90% 88%
Class

7. Understanding of Cultural 65% 70%
Contexts

8.  Preference for Traditional 10% 5%
Methods

Source: Data collected from questionnaires and interviews.

- No: Sequential number for each finding.

- Description: Specific aspects of film usage in EFL teaching evaluated by participants.
- Teachers (n=20): Percentage of teachers who agreed or observed each aspect.

- Students (n=50): Percentage of students who agreed or observed each aspect.

Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that both teachers and students hold a strong belief in the
benefits of using films in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teaching. A significant majority of
participants reported enhanced enjoyment and engagement in the learning process when films were
utilized as teaching tools. This observation aligns with previous research, such as the work by
Rashdan et al. (2023), which emphasizes the motivational impact that multimedia resources can have
in educational settings. The incorporation of films not only makes learning more enjoyable but also
creates an environment where students feel more inclined to participate actively and immerse
themselves in the language learning experience.

Moreover, the data reveals notable improvements in both listening and speaking skills
among students. This finding corroborates the research conducted by Uzzaman and Roy (2019),
which suggests that exposure to authentic language contexts—such as those provided by films—
significantly enhances language acquisition. The immersive nature of films allows students to hear

natural speech patterns, intonations, and colloquialisms that are often absent from traditional
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language instruction. As students engage with dialogues and narratives, they develop a better
understanding of pronunciation and conversational dynamics, which are crucial for effective
communication.

In addition to improving listening and speaking skills, the study suggests that films play a
crucial role in vocabulary retention and cultural understanding. Teachers observed that students
were more likely to remember new vocabulary when it was contextualized within a narrative. This
finding emphasizes the importance of visual aids in language learning, as contextualized learning
has been shown to enhance memory retention. Previous studies have also supported this notion,
advocating for the use of contextualized approaches to improve vocabulary acquisition (Liu, 2021).
By seeing vocabulary in action within the framework of a story, students can better grasp meanings,
nuances, and applications, making the language more relevant and memorable.

However, it is important to note that a small percentage of respondents expressed a
preference for traditional teaching methods. This indicates a potential area for further investigation
into how films can be effectively integrated with conventional techniques. Understanding this
balance is crucial, as it could lead to more comprehensive pedagogical strategies that cater to a
diverse range of learning preferences (). Some students may thrive in a traditional classroom
environment, while others may benefit significantly from the dynamic and engaging nature of film-
based instruction. Future research could explore how educators can blend these methods to create a
richer learning experience that maximizes student engagement and language proficiency.

The findings of this research underscore the positive impact of films on language proficiency
and student engagement. By comparing these results with prior studies, it becomes evident that the
integration of visual learning tools like films can significantly enhance the effectiveness of EFL
teaching. The evidence suggests that films not only enrich the learning environment but also equip
students with essential language skills that are relevant to real-world contexts. Future research
should delve deeper into the long-term effects of film-based instruction and investigate how it can
be harmoniously combined with traditional teaching methodologies to foster a holistic learning

environment that addresses the needs of all learners.
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CONCLUSION

This study underscores the transformative potential of integrating films into the English as
a Foreign Language (EFL) curriculum for primary school students. By utilizing visual media,
educators can create a more engaging and effective learning environment that aligns with the
diverse needs of learners. The incorporation of films into lessons not only enhances critical language
skills—such as listening, speaking, and vocabulary retention—but also fosters a deeper cultural
understanding. This reflects contemporary pedagogical trends that prioritize immersive and
contextualized learning experiences, which are essential for meaningful language acquisition. The
positive feedback from both teachers and students highlights the motivational benefits of using
films, suggesting that this approach can lead to increased participation and enthusiasm in the
classroom

The findings of this research advocate for the continued exploration of film-based instruction
as an innovative teaching strategy that can significantly enrich language education. As the
educational landscape evolves, it is essential for educators to embrace methodologies that enhance
student engagement and cater to diverse learning preferences. This study serves as a valuable
foundation for further research into the long-term impacts of using films in language education. It
encourages the development of hybrid teaching methods that combine traditional techniques with
modern multimedia resources, ultimately aiming to contribute to a more holistic and effective

approach to teaching English that prepares students for real-world communication.
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