
Volume 16 Number 1 (2024) 

January-June 2024 

Page: 349-360 

E-ISSN: 2656-9779 

P-ISSN: 1907-6355 

DOI: 10.37680/qalamuna.v16i1.4912 

 

 

 

 

© 2024 by the authors. This is an open access publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative 

Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC-BY-SA) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

sa/4.0/). 

Published by Institut Agama Islam Sunan Giri (INSURI) Ponorogo; Indonesia  

Accredited Sinta 2 

Student Perceptions of Strengthening and Instilling Character 

Education Based on the Noble Values of the Indonesian Nation in 

SB KAMUS Gombok Utara 

Alam Maulana 1, Sri Rejeki 2, Sakban 3, Isnaini 4 

1 Universitas Muhammadiyah Mataram, Indonesia; alammaulana638@gmail.com 
2 Universitas Muhammadiyah Mataram, Indonesia; umi.cici.66@gmail.com 
3 Universitas Muhammadiyah Mataram, Indonesia; sakban.zainudin07@gmail.com 
4 Universitas Muhammadiyah Mataram, Indonesia; bungisnainiibrahim@gmail.com 
 

Abstract 

 

 

 

 

 This study investigates the perceptions of SB KAMUS Gombok Utara students 

regarding the school's efforts to promote character education rooted in the noble 

values of the Indonesian nation. The effectiveness of character education hinges 

on students experiencing firsthand the significance of humanism. This research 

explores how students perceive character education integration with Indonesian 

national values within their school context. Employing a quantitative approach 

grounded in descriptive statistics, data was collected through observation, 

interviews, documentation, and questionnaires. The findings reveal that 62.96% 

of the 27 participating students felt adequately prepared regarding strengthening 

character education, while 37.04% were somewhat prepared. 

Furthermore, 59.26% of the students felt ready regarding the cultivation of 

character education content based on noble values, while 40.74% were very 

prepared. Various factors were identified to influence the educational 

environment, including teacher and parental awareness, consistency in applying 

noble values, resource limitations, evolving social values, challenges in progress 

measurement, shifting priorities, and cultural diversity. Despite these challenges, 

concerted efforts from stakeholders—comprising families, schools, and 

communities—can surmount obstacles and fortify the youth's development of 

positive character traits. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the contemporary Indonesian curriculum, the explicit inclusion of character and ethics education 

remains limited (G Waterworth, 2023; Suryanto et al., 2023). While subjects like religious education and 

PPKn incorporate character and ethical instruction, their emphasis often leans towards rote 

memorization rather than practical application (Hairati et al., 2023; Manullang et al., 2022). The 

cultivation of "soft skills" is recognized as a vital element in moral and ethical education, facilitating the 

development of positive personal attributes (Rosidah et al., 2022; Rosmiati & Hendriani, 2023; 

Sahabuddin et al., 2022). 
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However, it's important to note that research data does not always fully substantiate systemic 

issues within the educational landscape. While research into sociocultural systems is imperative, the 

relationship between such systemic issues and character education may only be tangentially relevant at 

times. Nevertheless, it's worth acknowledging the influence of social changes on the collective 

consciousness, potentially shifting societal values away from noble national principles (Bakhtikireeva 

& Sinyachkin, 2023; Jehwae & Man, 2016; Latief & Muhajir, 2018). 

Moreover, the advent of technological and informational advancements has sometimes resulted in 

the neglect of local potential (Pečarič, 2013). Cultural expressions remain dynamic, serving various 

purposes and subject to continual change. The interplay of push and pull influences may lead to cultural 

enrichment or the erosion of cultural roots, contributing to new cultural norms (Kusumaningtyas et al., 

2023). Consequently, societal culture is in perpetual flux, encompassing the retention of traditional 

values and the assimilation of novel ideas (Carvalho et al., 2023; Possumah et al., 2018). In this context, 

local wisdom manifests in tangible and intangible cultural heritage. 

Contributing to a better understanding of character education within Indonesian culture is 

facilitated by the abundance of accessible resources and information (Aningsih et al., 2022; Nuryadi et 

al., 2022; Suharya et al., 2023). These resources encompass academic literature and cultural artifacts such 

as fairy stories, community legends, folk games, traditional songs, proverbs, and other oral and written 

traditions (Fattah Amara, 2017; Nopasari et al., 2023). These cultural elements serve as repositories of 

traditional practices and beliefs, offering valuable insights into the foundational values that underpin 

character development within the Indonesian context. 

Moreover, exploring these cultural narratives and traditions can provide a rich tapestry of moral 

lessons and exemplary behavior, which are integral to character education (Satianingsih et al., 2021). 

For instance, folk tales often feature moral dilemmas and ethical choices faced by characters, offering 

opportunities for reflection and discussion among learners (Supardjo et al., 2020). Similarly, traditional 

games promote physical activity and foster teamwork, resilience, and fair play—attributes essential for 

character formation (Prayitno et al., 2022). Furthermore, traditional songs and proverbs encapsulate 

distilled wisdom accumulated over generations, encapsulating principles of honesty, respect, and 

integrity (Pradita et al., 2019). Educators can enrich character education initiatives by integrating these 

cultural resources into educational practices and fostering a deeper appreciation for Indonesian heritage 

among students. This approach aligns with the broader goal of nurturing well-rounded individuals 

who are academically proficient and possess strong moral character grounded in their cultural heritage 

values. 

Actually, due to a lack of instruction, environmental changes, technological advancements in 

television, and other cultural change elements (societal value shifts), today's youth in Indonesia have 

lost touch with the country's rich cultural heritage (Safitri et al., 2023; Hermanto et al., 2021). Since this 

is an issue, a rational, intellectual, and up-to-date solution is required. Character education grounded 

on the admirable principles of the Indonesian people is what enables the exploration of Indonesia's 

cultural riches as a means of character development (Hakim, 2023; Rachmatsyah et al., 2023; Zulfa et al., 

2023). This is followed by many in prosperous Asian nations like China, Japan, and South Korea, who 

use character education rooted in national ideals to fortify their nation's character. 

Character education programs should make it a point to show kids the importance of being kind 

and compassionate. Good teacher attitudes and behaviors, fair evaluations, positive connections, and a 

healthy atmosphere that emphasizes positive attitudes like multiculturalism and tolerance for 

uniqueness and differences are all part of the experiences that are being referred to (Faturrahman et al., 

2022; Retno et al., 2023; Watts &; Kristjánsson, 2022). These encounters may positively shape learners' 

emotions. Developing character education begins with instilling values at a young age and may occur 

in various settings, including the classroom, the community, and extracurricular activities.  

SB KAMUS Gombak Utara stands as a pivotal institution within the educational landscape, 
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representing one of the guidance centers established under the auspices of the Indonesian Ambassador-

Kuala Lumpur and overseen by SIKL (Sekolah Indonesia Kuala Lumpur). This institution plays a crucial 

role in shaping the educational journey of immigrant children in Malaysia, providing a nurturing 

environment where they can thrive academically and morally. SB KAMUS Gombak Utara's emphasis 

extends beyond academic excellence to encompass holistic character development grounded in 

Indonesian noble values. The curriculum is meticulously crafted to instill virtues such as integrity, 

respect, and empathy, fostering an environment where students interact with teachers and peers in a 

manner reflective of these values. Through a comprehensive approach to education, encompassing 

subjects ranging from science and mathematics to character education, religious studies, English, and 

more, SB KAMUS Gombak Utara endeavors to cultivate well-rounded individuals capable of 

navigating the complexities of contemporary society with grace and integrity. 

Central to SB KAMUS Gombak Utara's mission is integrating character education into every facet 

of the learning experience. Through structured programs and activities, students are provided with 

opportunities to internalize and embody the noble values espoused by Indonesian culture. Whether 

through classroom discussions, extracurricular activities, or community outreach initiatives, SB 

KAMUS Gombak Utara remains steadfast in its commitment to nurturing its students' moral and ethical 

development. 

In essence, SB KAMUS Gombak Utara serves as a beacon of hope for immigrant children in 

Malaysia, offering not only academic enrichment but also moral guidance and support as they navigate 

the complexities of their dual cultural identities. SB KAMUS Gombak Utara strives to empower its 

students to become conscientious global citizens equipped to make meaningful contributions to society 

by providing a robust educational framework rooted in noble Indonesian values. 

At SB KAMUS Gombak Utara, some lecturers are KAMUS families, namely the family of Abituren 

Musthafawiyyah, an alumnus of Islamic boarding schools who continues their studies at one of the 

Islamic campuses in the federal area of Selangor, Malaysia. The Abituren Musthafawiyyah Islamic 

boarding school alums formed a studio supported under the auspices of SIKL. The existence of S.B. is a 

source of gratitude for Indonesian immigrants who want to send their children to school in the country 

there correctly. In SB SB KAMUS Gombak Utara, there are three classrooms. The first classroom is filled 

by grades 1-2, and there are about 10-12 students in, then in the other room is served by grades 3-4, and 

there are 7-8 students, then the next room is served by grades 5-6 there are 6-7 students. It should be 

noted that this S.B. uses the empty house of one of the KAMUS alumni who volunteered to use it as a 

place to study. 

In SB KAMUS Gombak Utara, before students enter the classroom, they must line up, sing the 

national anthem, Indonesia Raya, and one of the national compulsory songs, and then proceed with 

directions, motivational words, and preparation for class. After they enter the classroom, they are 

directed to pray dhuha in the congregation, dzikir, and pray according to what is taught by the teacher 

or ustadz, who serves as a guide and manager of the guidance center. In light of the preceding, this 

study seeks to address the following questions: 1) how do students at SB KAMUS Gombak Utara feel 

about the importance of character education that is rooted in the great national values of Indonesia? and 

2) what steps can be taken to ensure that students at SB KAMUS Gombak Utara receive character 

education based on these national values?. 

 

2. METHODS 

Given that the study aims to explain the real circumstances arising from the distribution of 

instruments/questionnaires as the major data collecting tool in the field to several respondents, it may 

be classified as a quantitative type using a statistical description method. Thirteen SB KAMUS Gombak 

Utara undergraduates were randomly selected using a purposive sample method to participate in the 
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research. Interviews, documentation, surveys, and observation are used to gather data (Fazzi et al., 

2023).  

The questionnaire instrument underwent validity and reliability testing, initially on a subset of 5 

students who were part of the sample group before dissemination to the full sample of 27 respondents. 

While these five students did not serve as a representative sample, their feedback contributed to refining 

the questionnaire's design. The reliability test yielded a coefficient of 0.812, indicating strong internal 

consistency among the questionnaire items. Additionally, the validity test resulted in a coefficient of 

0.672, affirming the questionnaire's ability to measure the intended constructs effectively. All 30 

questionnaire items were found to meet the requirements of validity and reliability, thereby validating 

their suitability as field data collection tools. Notably, the obtained validity coefficient of 0.672 surpasses 

the threshold value of the product-moment correlation (r table) at N5 = 0.514, underscoring the 

robustness of the instrument in capturing the intended constructs. 

Descriptive statistics were employed for data analysis, specifically the Descriptive Percentage (DP) 

method. This method calculates the percentage of responses falling within predefined score ranges, as 

detailed in the accompanying table. Responses to the questionnaire items were scored on a scale ranging 

from 1 to 4, facilitating the aggregation of data and subsequent interpretation of findings. In summary, 

the methodological approach adopted in this study ensures the rigor and reliability of data collection 

and analysis, thereby facilitating a comprehensive examination of students' perceptions regarding 

character education at SB KAMUS Gombak Utara. 

Table 1. Percentage Descriptive Analysis 

Score Total Score Range Criterion 

4 97,51-120,00 Very good/Very prepared 

3 75,01-97,50 Good/Ready 

2 52,51-75,00 Good enough/Ready enough 

1 30,00-52,50 Poor good/Poorly prepared 

Source: Processed primary data, 2024 

 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Findings 

Student Perception of Strengthening Character Education Based on the Noble Values of the Indonesian 

Nation 

The following are the outcomes that SB KAMUS Gombak Utara students perceived as a 

consequence of enhancing character education by the high principles of the Indonesian nation: 

Table 2. Student Perceptions of Strengthening Character Education Based on the Noble Values of the Indonesian 

Nation 

Range of Values Frequency Percentage (%) Criterion 

97,51-120,00 17 62,96 Very good/very prepared 

75,01-97,50 10 37,04 Good/Ready 

52,51-75,00 - - Good enough/Ready enough 

30,00-52,50 - - Poor good/Poorly prepared 

Sum 27 100  

Source: Processed primary data, 2024 
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The data presented in the table illustrate that among the 27 students who met the criterion for 

responses categorized as "very excellent" or "very ready," the majority expressed a favorable opinion 

regarding the reinforcement of character education grounded in the noble ideals of the Indonesian 

nation, constituting 17 out of 27 respondents, or 62.96%. This finding suggests a strong inclination 

among SB KAMUS Gombak Utara students towards actively enhancing character education, 

particularly concerning the values intrinsic to the Indonesian cultural heritage. 

 

Figure 1. Students learn PPKn Subjects 

Planting Content of Character Education Based on the Noble Values of the Indonesian Nation in SB 

KAMUS Gombak Utara 

Here, we delve into the sentiments of 27 students from SB KAMUS Gombak Utara regarding 

establishing character education lessons rooted in the noble principles of the Indonesian people. In 

cultivating character education, several distinct stages emerge, each playing a crucial role in shaping 

individuals' moral compass and ethical framework. These stages encompass: 1) Awareness and 

Understanding: Students embark on a journey of self-awareness, gaining an understanding of the 

fundamental principles underpinning character education. This entails recognizing the significance of 

virtues such as integrity, respect, and empathy and their relevance in guiding ethical decision-making. 

2) Internalization and Reflection: Students internalize the noble values advocated in character 

education initiatives through reflective practices and introspection. They contemplate the implications 

of these values in their daily lives and assess their alignment with personal beliefs and aspirations. 3) 

Application and Practice: Armed with newfound awareness and introspection, students actively apply 

the noble values learned in character education lessons to real-world scenarios. This stage emphasizes 

translating ethical principles into tangible actions, fostering a culture of integrity and compassion within 

the school community. 4) Feedback and Evaluation: Ongoing feedback mechanisms enable students to 

assess their character development progress and identify improvement areas. Teachers and mentors are 

pivotal in providing constructive feedback and guidance, facilitating continuous growth and refinement 

of ethical principles. By traversing these stages of character cultivation, students at SB KAMUS Gombak 

Utara embark on a transformative journey towards becoming conscientious individuals imbued with 

the noble values cherished by the Indonesian nation. Integrating these values into daily practices fosters 

a culture of moral integrity and social responsibility, laying the foundation for a harmonious and 

inclusive society. 
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Table 3. A Look at How Indonesian National Values Inspire Character Education in Indonesian Schools 

Range of Values Frequency Percentage (%) Criterion 

97,51-120,00 11 40,74 Very good/very prepared 

75,01-97,50 16 59,26 Good/Ready 

52,51-75,00 - - Good enough/Ready enough 

30,00-52,50 - - Poor good/Poorly prepared 

Sum 27 100  

Source: Processed primary data, 2024 

From the data in the table, we can deduce that students are prepared to internalize character 

education content based on the noble values of the Indonesian nation since their perceptions of its 

cultivation received a score of 16, or 59.26%, from 27 students who met the good or very ready criteria. 

However, it is noteworthy that eleven children, or forty-seven percent of the total, are well prepared to 

internalize character education lessons grounded on the admirable ideals of the Indonesian people. 

Therefore, most children are prepared, and a select few are exceptionally prepared, to internalize 

character education lessons grounded on the admirable principles of the Indonesian identity. 

 

Figure 2. Students Learn Pat Scouts 

 

Figure 3. Students Learn to Line Up 

Discussion 

This statistical representation underscores the readiness of students to engage in initiatives aimed 

at fortifying character education initiatives aligned with the esteemed principles of the Indonesian 

people. Notably, Indonesian society's moral, social, and cultural fabric is deeply interwoven with the 
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teachings and concepts encapsulated within the nation's noble ideals. These values serve as the 

cornerstone of Indonesian identity, defining the collective character of the nation (Azhari & Rosyad, 

2023; Laoebela et al., 2023; Yunanto & Kasanova, 2023). 

Furthermore, it is essential to elucidate the rationale behind the selected number of respondents 

and the methodological approach employed to ensure the robustness and reliability of the findings. 

Using field data and group interviews facilitates a comprehensive exploration of students' perceptions 

and attitudes toward character education, allowing for a nuanced understanding of the factors 

influencing their perspectives. Additionally, while referencing existing research findings can provide 

contextual support for the present study, it is imperative to maintain the integrity of the research by 

critically evaluating and integrating these insights within the analytical framework. 

Throughout the research process, students elucidated the concept of character grounded in 

Indonesian noble values by utilizing various mediums, including photographs depicting traditional 

attire, architectural structures, and other cultural artifacts. These visual aids were tangible 

representations of exemplary instances embodying Indonesian cultural ethos. Subsequently, students 

engaged in discussions to distinguish Indonesian noble values from those prevalent in other nations, 

fostering an appreciation for the distinctiveness and richness of Indonesia's cultural heritage. It is 

imperative to underscore the significance of clearly identifying the noble values underpinning character 

education initiatives. Noble values vary significantly across individuals and cultures, necessitating a 

precise delineation to ensure clarity and coherence in educational objectives. Educators can facilitate a 

deeper understanding and internalization of these principles among students by delineating the core 

tenets of Indonesian noble values, fostering a sense of cultural identity and social responsibility. 

Some examples of strengthening education based on the noble values of the Indonesian nation, 

namely 1) mutual assistance such as cooperation, help, and mutual assistance among community 

members to achieve common goals (Fatimah et al., 2023; Kurnia et al., 2023); 2) deliberation and 

consensus such as dialogue, consultation, and agreement in decision making, both at the family, 

community, and national levels (Ashidiq &; Rohmah, 2023; Hadita &; Harijanti, 2022); 3) Bhinneka 

Tunggal Ika such as cultural, religious, ethnic, and ethnic diversity in Indonesia that coexist in 

togetherness and harmony (Tjandra et al., 2023); 4) guest-like hospitality and warmth are considered 

"kings in the house" and welcomed with a friendly attitude and hospitality (Noviana et al., 2022; Xue-

wen, 2018); 5) simplicity such as living simply, appreciating what you have, and not being too excessive 

in life (Amaliyah &; Subiyantoro, 2022; Djanarko &; Pasopati, 2018); 6) equality and justice such as fair 

and equal treatment for everyone, regardless of ethnicity, religion, or social status (Rachmatsyah et al., 

2023); and 7) religiosity such as tolerance, diversity, and obedience, are strongly emphasized (Sutarman 

et al., 2022; Tukiyo et al., 2023); 8) patriotism and nationalism such as love for the motherland, national 

spirit, and loyalty to the country are strongly emphasized as noble values (JP &; Erwani, 2023; 

Rahmatiya &; Zulfiati, 2020). These noble values continue to be an integral part of the daily lives of 

Indonesians and have become a cornerstone in shaping relationships between individuals, families, and 

society more broadly. 

It is important to recognize that each individual has unique needs and requirements in character 

development. While most children demonstrate readiness to internalize noble values, the need to 

address differences in character development treatment for each child cannot be overlooked. Thus, an 

individualized and differential approach is required to ensure that each child receives appropriate 

support and guidance tailored to their needs and capacities in enriching character education. 

Strengthening and enhancing character based on noble values and knowledge about Indonesia 

extends beyond conventional classroom instruction. Students were engaged in additional activities to 

reinforce their understanding of character development intertwined with Indonesian cultural values. 

Incorporating scouting techniques into the curriculum represents a deliberate effort to instill essential 

life skills and foster a sense of camaraderie among students. While this aspect was not explicitly 



QALAMUNA: Jurnal Pendidikan, Sosial, dan Agama 

356  

included in the initial research design, it emerged organically as part of the educational framework 

implemented within SB KAMUS Gombak Utara. Integrating scouting activities provided a practical 

platform for students to embody the values espoused in character education, such as altruism, 

teamwork, and environmental stewardship. Through these experiential learning opportunities, 

students were encouraged to apply the principles of helping others in times of need, fostering a deeper 

appreciation for cooperation and unity with nature. 

Moreover, including long-distance running training further underscores the holistic approach SB 

KAMUS Gombak Utara adopted towards character development. Students could internalize the 

importance of diligence and resilience in pursuing personal and collective goals by emphasizing 

discipline and perseverance through physical exertion. While not initially planned as part of the 

research design, these supplementary activities enrich the educational experience and contribute to the 

multifaceted development of students' character. Future research endeavors may consider 

incorporating such practical components into the research framework to evaluate their impact on 

character formation and academic performance comprehensively. 

This is influenced by several factors, namely 1) the influence of the environment around students, 

including family, peers, mass media, and popular culture that may not always promote or implement 

the noble values of the Indonesian nation (Febrianto, 2022); 2) lack of awareness of teachers and parents 

of the importance of character education and the noble values of the Indonesian nation (Suryanto et al., 

2023); 3) inconsistencies in the application of the noble values of the Indonesian nation in the school 

environment or community (Masnia et al., 2018); 4) limited school resources such as teachers, finance, 

and infrastructure (Fernández et al., 2023); 5) changes in social values upheld in society can change 

along with the times and globalization (Ashilova et al., 2023); 6) difficulty quantitatively measuring 

progress (Erickson et al., 2022); 7) shifting priorities for instilling character education due to high 

academic achievement (Malik, 2020); and 8) Indonesia's cultural diversity is complex, and noble values 

can vary from one community group to another (Purwanti et al., 2022). Although there are many 

challenges in cultivating character education based on the noble values of the Indonesian nation, 

consistent and holistic efforts from various parties, including families, schools, and communities, can 

help overcome these obstacles and strengthen the formation of good character in the younger 

generation. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the findings from this study reveal a generally positive perception among students 

at SB KAMUS Gombak Utara regarding the school's endeavors to enhance character education through 

the incorporation of noble values upheld by the Indonesian people. Most students express a high level 

of readiness to actively contribute to improving character education initiatives. The favorable responses 

from students signify the effectiveness of integrating Indonesian national values into the educational 

framework.  

Furthermore, the research indicates that most students exhibit readiness to embrace a character 

education curriculum grounded in the esteemed principles of the Indonesian nation. While variations 

in readiness levels among students exist, overall, the response toward character education 

implementation is encouraging. However, it is essential to acknowledge the multifaceted influences that 

impact students' perceptions of character education cultivation, including environmental factors, 

awareness among teachers and parents, consistency in value application, resource constraints, societal 

changes, measurement challenges, shifting priorities, and cultural diversity. Nevertheless, the study 

underscores the significance of consistent and comprehensive efforts from diverse stakeholders, 

including families, educational institutions, and communities, to overcome these challenges and foster 

the development of exemplary character traits among the younger generation. 
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