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Abstract 

 

 

 

 

This study aims to describe the forms of character education strengthening 

programs and the inhibiting and supporting factors for the implementation of 

religious culture to support the project of strengthening the Pancasila student 

profile (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. This qualitative research was conducted at 

SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. This research is qualitative, holistic, and descriptive in 

terms of words and language in a special, natural context, and it utilizes various 

natural methods. This research will be conducted at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. The 

data collection techniques are observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation 

review. Data analysis techniques are data reduction, data modeling, and conclusion 

verification. The results of this study are the school's efforts to strengthen character 

education through the application of religious culture to support the P5 project at 

SMP Negeri 2 Takengon Forms of strengthening character education through the 

application of religious culture to support the project to strengthen the profile of 

Pancasila students (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon including morning greeting 

activities, tahsin and tahfidz activities, women's activities/rohis, speech activities,  

literacy, Yasinan and Friday alms and activities to commemorate Islamic holidays. 

These activities have been proven to strengthen students' character and can support 

the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students. The supporting factors 

so that these activities can be carried out properly and continuously to strengthen 

the character of students are the principal's commitment and support from the 

teacher council, adequate facilities and infrastructure, and good management. The 

students' enthusiasm in participating in various religious and cultural activities. 

The factors that hinder the strengthening of students' character through religious 

culture to support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students are 

the family or community environment, peers, the presence of activity coaches, and 

the lack of mastery of reading the Quran. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Based on phenomena in 2023 in Central Aceh, there is a circulation and abuse of psychotropics, 

narcotics, and other dangerous substances. The Banda Aceh Police Narcotics Investigation Unit 

(Satresnarkoba) revealed as many as 107 narcotics cases ranging from marijuana to 

methamphetamine in the first semester of 2023. "During the 2023 semester, we uncovered 107 

narcotics cases with 143 suspects, of which 138 were men and five women (Ramli, 2023). Followed 

by the rampant sexual crimes, brawls, bullying, thuggery, and various implications as well as the 

increasing negative impact, which is a moral decline or moral degradation among students, in 

educational institutions, it is necessary to strengthen character education, especially the application 

of religious culture in the project of strengthening the Pancasila student profile. 

Ki Hajar Dewantara's philosophical review of education emphasizes that character behavior 

is unity by the heart, thought, taste, and sports. A theoretical review of the potential Intelligence 

Quotient (IQ), Emotional Quotient (EQ), Spiritual Quotient (SQ), and Adverse Quotient (AQ) 

possessed by a person (Dewantara, n.d.). Character education is often interpreted as value 

education, ethics education, moral education, and character educators who aim to develop the 

ability of students or children to assess and make good and bad decisions about something (Farida, 

2016) (Hariandi et al., 2020). 

Character education has three important components: moral knowing, feelings, and moral 

action/behavior (Thomas, 2013). These three basic components are a continuous unit in children's 

moral development. Thus, as a basis of knowledge to carry out character education. Based on 

Kohlberg's belief that morality greatly contributes to the process of character education, this paper 

will give an overview of the stages of moral development in individuals by referring to the theory 

of the stages of morality development. It will be able to provide support in actualizing character 

education under the conditions of students. 

Character education, as put forward by Thomas (2013), focuses on social issues so that children 

are expected to be able to have social characters in their lives. Today, character education is urgently 

needed at school, at home, and in the social environment. Children will face competition in the 

coming years. The demand for the base of people's energy in the millennium will certainly want 

good character. Character education is important for children, especially in the family environment. 

The family is primarily a medium for creating the personality of each member, especially children 
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who are located in the education and responsibility of their parents (Nuraeni, n.d.). How does a 

family consider their children to affect the progress of their children's attitudes? 

This opinion indirectly supports Lickona's statement, which explains that the family is the 

initial school for creating children's personalities, "The family is the first school of virtue. It is where 

we learn about love. It is where we learn about commitment, sacrifice, and faith in something larger 

than ourselves. The family lays build". From the statement, it was explained that the family, which 

is the first school to be good, in the family, we practice love, commitment, dedication, and 

commitment to something bigger than ourselves. The family is the main pillar of moral education. 

The Need to Strengthen Character Education Through the Implementation of Religious 

Culture to Support the Pancasila Student Strengthening Project (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

because the cultivation of character education in the independent curriculum is carried out through 

the Pancasila student profile. Pancasila students are Indonesian students who are lifelong learners 

and have global abilities and behave following the values contained in Pancasila, including six 

dimensions, namely faith, fear of God Almighty and noble character, global knowledge, 

cooperation, independence, critical reasoning, and creativity (Fauzi, 2020) (Nur et al., 2023). State 

morality is the attitude of a good citizen to obey all the applicable regulations and maintain the 

country's good name internationally (Fatimah & Anggraeni, 2021). The second dimension is global 

diversity, which means knowing and respecting cultures and the ability to communicate with others 

from different backgrounds and diversity. Indonesia, as a pluralistic nation of various ethnicities, 

races, religions, customs, languages, and cultures, has a diverse national identity, so it is necessary 

to cultivate awareness of diversity so as not to cause potential conflicts triggered by different 

sentiments. 

The need for the application of religious culture in strengthening character education to 

support the Pancasila Student Strengthening (P5) project can overcome the challenges of 

multiculturalism at SMPN 2 Takengon is the problem of juvenile delinquency among the problems 

of student delinquency, truancy, theft, bullying. As revealed by data from the Indonesian Child 

Protection Commission (2019), the number of students in Indonesia has greatly increased from year 

to year, in 2017 by 12.9, rising to 14 percent in 2018. Data on the increase in juvenile delinquency 

taken from the Central Statistics Agency, in 2013, the number of juvenile delinquents reached 6325 

cases. In 2014, it reached 7007 cases, while in 2015, the number reached 7762. This means that from 

2013 to 2014, the number of juvenile delinquency cases, including theft, murder, promiscuity, and 
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drugs, increased by around 10.7%.  Through this data, it can be predicted that the increase in the 

number of juvenile delinquents every year is always increasing. It is predicted that in 2019, the 

number of juvenile delinquency cases will reach 11685.90 cases, while in 2020, juvenile delinquency 

will reach 12944.47 cases. Juvenile delinquency, which increases yearly, is as much as 10.7%. 

According to data from the Central Statistics Agency (BPS), 233 million Indonesians, 28.6% or 63 

million, are adolescents aged 10-24 (Jakarta: Central Statistics Agency, 2019). 

Several studies related to Character Education and the Pancasila Student Strengthening Project 

(P5) have been researched before, such as research Saputra et al. (2023) with the research title The 

Sixth Manifestation of Pancasila Student Profiles in the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening 

Project Activities. The research held at this elementary school showed that the second-grade 

students who participated in the P5 activity of processing waste from used plastic bottles became 

simple pencil cases to show and develop the six expected Pancasila student profiles. Research 

Ulandari & Rapita (2023) with the title Implementation of the Pancasila Student Profile 

Strengthening Project as an Effort to Strengthen the Character of Students, through the P5 action can 

strengthen the character dimension of the Pancasila Student Profile in students, especially having 

faith, fearing God Almighty and having noble character, working together, being independent, 

globally diverse, critical and creative reasoning. Research Fitriya & Latif, (2022) The title of this study 

is Teachers' Misconceptions on Implementing the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project in 

Elementary Schools. The study results show that the stages of implementing the independent 

curriculum in elementary schools involving grades 1 and 4 still experience misconception problems, 

especially in instilling P5 in learning—further research by Wahidah et al. (2023). The results of this 

study are seen in instilling character in students in schools. Of course, teachers face obstacles; both 

individuals and groups of students have different character attitudes. 

From some of the above studies, the researcher is interested in studying the strengthening of 

character education by applying religious culture to support the Pancasila Student Profile 

Strengthening Project (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. This research aims to describe the forms of 

character education strengthening programs and the inhibiting and supporting factors for the 

implementation of religious culture to support the project of strengthening the Pancasila student 

profile (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. 
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METHOD  

This research is qualitative. As stated by Moleong (2017), qualitative research intends to 

understand phenomena experienced by the research subject, such as behavior, perception, 

motivation, action, and others. Holistically, descriptions in terms of words and language are utilized 

in a special, natural context, and various natural methods are utilized. While the research approach 

is descriptive, as Ulfatin (2015) expressed, all types of qualitative research are descriptive. That is, 

they aim to describe or describe the phenomenon's characteristics. One of the main characteristics of 

descriptive writing is its narrative presentation, which includes many descriptions of words. 

This research was conducted at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. The reason for choosing the location 

is because the SMP Negeri 2 Takengon school is suitable for the problems that have been identified. 

After observations of the location, the SMP Negeri 2 Takengon school meets the criteria expected in 

the research. Meanwhile, the research period is from November 1 to December 31, 2023. This study's 

informants are the principal, student representatives, curriculum section, religious teachers, and 

students. The type of data the researcher needs is general data, such as the source of data from people, 

(place) in the form of places, and (paper) in the form of symbols.  

This research uses data collection techniques from observation, interviews, and 

documentation.  At the observation stage, the researcher directly observed the correctness of the 

existing physical evidence based on data obtained from the informants. The table below shows the 

observation schedule that the researcher has carried out. 

Table 1. Results of Religious Culture Observation to Support P5 at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

No. Day/Date Observation Results 

1. Wednesday/ 1-11-

2023 

The initial observation carried out was related to religious 

activities in religious activities by monitoring the activities of 

SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. 

2. Tuesday/ 7-11-

2023 

Researchers observe and participate in religious and cultural 

activities in the morning, such as routine activities such as 

reading Asmaul Husna, a cult. 

The researcher observed the prayer recitation activity before 

learning began. 

3. Wednesday/ 8-11-

2023 

The researcher observes and participates in religious and 

cultural activities in the morning, which are routine tahsin 

activities. 

4. Thursday/ 9-11-

2023 

Researchers observe and participate in religious and cultural 

activities in the morning in the form of literacy activities. 

5. Friday/ 10-11-2023 Researchers observe and participate in religious and cultural 

activities in the morning, such as reading Yasin, Salawat, and 

alms on Fridays. 

6. Saturday/ 11-11- The researcher observed and participated in religious and 
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2023 cultural activities in the morning, such as routine gymnastics 

activities and students' self-development. 

7. Wednesday/ 15-11-

2023 

The researcher observed extra-curricular activities of 

students guided by seven ustad and ustadzah in the form of 

reading, writing the Qur'an, and studying Islamic laws. 

8. Friday/ 17-11-2023 The researcher observed extracurricular activities, namely 

rohis/daughterhood, which were attended by all female 

students who teachers guided. 

9. Monday/ 20-11-

2023 

The researcher observed the activities of students praying in 

congregation, then continued to study in class. 

10. Saturday/25-11-

2032 

Researchers observed fundraising for Palestine by students 

and Girl Scouts to increase a sense of humanity. 

11. Fri'at/1-12-2023 The researcher collects the necessary documents 

12. Monday/4-12-2023 Researchers observe the state of schools while completing 

data  

13. Monday/ 11-12-

2023 

The researcher observed students who took semester exams 

and took data that they felt was incomplete. 

14. Thursday/ 21-12-

2023 

Researchers complete incomplete data 

15. Saturday/ 30-12-

2023 

The researcher observed the state of the school while 

completing the research data. 

 

The interviews in this study used unstructured and structured interviews. This method was 

carried out to obtain more in-depth information from the informants. In the study, the respondents 

were school principals, student representatives, curriculum sections, religious teachers, and 

students. The document used as a data source for this study is activity documentation (photo). 

School archive documents can be seen in the image below: 

Figure 1. Collage of Documentation of Interview Activities at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 
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Figure 2. Collage of Documentation of the Pancasila Student Strengthening Project  

at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, data analysis: Data analysis is done by data reduction, data presentation, drawing a 

conclusion, and verifying. Data reduction. The researcher reduced the data on Strengthening 

Character Education Through the Application of Religious Culture at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon—

data presentation. The researcher presents data on Strengthening Character Education Through the 

Application of Religious Culture—data analysis. The researcher critically analyzed Strengthening 

Character Education Through the Implementation of Religious Culture at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

with relevant theories. Furthermore, the researcher also juxtaposed several related studies. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Findings 

Efforts to strengthen character education through the application of religious culture to 

support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students, forms of programs to 

strengthen character education through the application of religious culture to support the project of 

strengthening the profile of Pancasila students, as well as factors that inhibit and support the 

application of religious culture in strengthening character education to support the project of 

strengthening the profile of Pancasila students at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. The data from this study 
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were obtained from observation techniques, documentation, and interviews conducted by 

researchers at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. This researcher also uses qualitative methods to see the 

natural conditions of a phenomenon. This approach aims to gain an understanding of and describe 

complex realities. 

Table 2. Strengthening Character Education Through the Application of Religious Culture to 

Support the Pancasila Student Strengthening Project (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

No. Attempt Program Form Supporting Factors Inhibiting Factors 

1. Making policies and 

building 

commitment with 

school residents 

Morning Greeting 

Activities 

 

Principal 

commitment 

Family or community 

environment  

 

2. Understanding the 

Value of Religious 

Cultural Activities 

Tahsin and Tahfidz Commitment and 

support from the 

teacher council 

 

Peers 

 

3. Example Women's Activities Adequate facilities 

and infrastructure 

 

Presence of Activity 

Supervisor 

 

4. Habituation  Speech and Literacy 

 

The existence of good 

management and  

 

Lack of mastery of 

reading the Qur'an  

 

5. Worship and Social Yasinan and Friday 

Alms 

The enthusiasm of 

the students in 

participating in 

various forms of 

religious and cultural 

activities 

- 

6. Commemorating 

Islamic Holidays  

 

 

Every time you make a habit, of course, there is a process that must be taken to achieve the 

strengthening of character education through the application of religious culture, following the 

explanation of the religion teacher of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon which is the need to understand the 

importance of habituating good deeds that are taught and carried out by students following 

religious teachings, it is not easy for students to be invited and given a good example,  With the 

activities that are always carried out and routinely carried out by the school, unconsciously students 

are used to doing good deeds following religious teachings. They will support the profile of 

Pancasila students. 

The continuity of habituation does not only occur at school. Still, it must be practiced daily 

because students interact not only at school but also with their families and the community. That is 

a wise step taken by teachers to get used to practicing religious and cultural activities at home by 

first getting used to it in the school environment.  
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Forms of programs to strengthen character education through the application of religious 

culture to support the Pancasila student profile implemented at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon, researchers 

can see a peaceful atmosphere, both inside and outside the classroom, where students respect each 

other, students appear to be dressed politely, have noble and intelligent morals, there is no violence, 

this kind of atmosphere is very pleasing to our hearts, without violence and chaos in the school. 

Discussion 

Efforts to Strengthen Character Education Through the Application of Religious Culture to 

Support P5 at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

Based on the results, research observations in the field, in-depth interviews with informants, 

and the results of documentation on strengthening character education through the application of 

religious culture to support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students at SMP 

Negeri 2 Takengon were found by researchers several efforts made, namely:  

Making policies and building commitment with school residents 

Based on Permendikbudristek No.56/M/2022, the Pancasila student profile strengthening 

project, abbreviated as P5, is a project-based co-curricular activity designed to strengthen efforts to 

achieve competencies and character following the Pancasila student profile, which is compiled 

based on the Graduate Competency Standards. For the achievement of this goal, the principal of 

SMP Negeri 2 Takengon involves all school residents and parents and guardians of students to 

jointly commit to supporting the Strengthening of Character Education through the application of 

religious culture to support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students at SMP 

Negeri 2 Takengon. 

In this process, Bourdieu's field theory provides a framework for understanding how social 

agents' power and influence play out. On the other hand, Hunter's theory of cultural warfare 

describes how this battle of values creates deep conflicts within communities. The parents not only 

fight for their children's education but also to ensure that their values and vision are recognized and 

valued within the structure of the Morasha school (Elgad-Klonsky & Tamir, 2019). 

Involving local communities in character education brings significant change by increasing 

community involvement in the educational process. This active participation strengthens a sense of 

ownership of the school or learning environment, creating a stronger emotional bond between 

students, parents, and educators. In addition, this involvement strengthens social networks in the 

community and builds solidarity and closer cooperation. When society comes together to support 
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character education, values such as empathy, responsibility, and respect become easier to instill and 

embody daily. The result is a young generation that is not only academically intelligent but also 

morally and ethically strong, ready to face the challenges of the future wisely (Sakti et al., 2024). 

Effective leadership acts as a catalyst in shaping and strengthening dynamic social networks, 

encouraging collaboration and synergy among group members. With a clear vision and the ability 

to inspire, leaders create a climate of trust and cooperation that allows collective action to flourish, 

resulting in significant positive change in Society (Luo et al., 2024). The principal's management style 

should be more open and inclusive to restore students' sense of belonging and security (Ben Harush, 

2024). The principal has an important role in holding the leadership of an educational institution 

because whether or not an activity is carried out depends on the role of the principal (Firdaus, 2023) 

(Salim, n.d.). It is inseparable from the principal's support in strengthening students' character 

through the implementation of school culture.  

Following the explanation conveyed by the principal of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon, who play a 

more active role are Islamic religious teachers, deputy heads of student affairs, teachers who coach 

religious activities and curriculum, student council coaches, and all education staff who participate 

in strengthening character education through religious culture to support the project of 

strengthening the profile of Pancasila students through various religious activities starting from the 

morning to extracurricular activities in the afternoon held at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. 

The active role of all teachers in including religious values in each subject they teach is highly 

expected to strengthen students' character in extracurricular, co-curricular, and extracurricular 

activities carried out in schools to support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila 

students. Referring to the decision of the principal of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon number 

2023421.3/234/SMP.2/2023 regarding the coordinator/facilitator team of the Pancasila student profile 

strengthening project of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon, in the context of the smooth implementation of 

the Pancasila student profile strengthening project, the principal's policy is to form a team of 

coordinators/facilitators of the Pancasila student profile strengthening project of SMP Negeri 2 

Takengon Central Aceh Regency. The selected coordinator or facilitator team is an expert teacher 

and understands the designated field so that the strengthening of character education that is 

expected to arise from students is as expected. With the policy of the principal and the joint 

commitment of school residents, the implementation will run following the goals of national 

education, namely to develop the ability of students to become human beings who believe in and 
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fear God Almighty, have noble character, knowledge, health, creativity, capable, independent and 

become democratic and responsible citizens.  

The results of this study are relevant to various policies that can be implemented to promote 

religious culture in schools. Whether it is a policy in the form of a development program in the 

afternoon or through the creation of an Islamic atmosphere, the most important thing is to make 

regulations in the form of student discipline accompanied by violation sanctions as a policy taken 

as a school principal. 

Based on some of the explanations above, it can be seen that the principal of SMP Negeri 2 

Takengon and the teachers have a strong commitment to strengthening character education through 

the application of religious culture to support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila 

students in their schools, this is because of the policy and commitment of the principal who wants 

the school to have Islamic characteristics and the students have noble character and morals Because 

the school is one of the public schools that is religious-based and has a religious vision, the programs 

developed that submit to this vision are strongly supported by the leadership and all teachers. 

The findings of the researcher regarding school policies in the implementation of character 

education through the application of religious culture to support the project of strengthening the 

profile of Pancasila students at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon are 1) the principal makes regulations by 

involving the parents of students, committees, and teachers, 2) the principal makes a program of 

activities related to religious culture to shape the character of students and supports the project of 

strengthening the profile of Pancasila students carried out by the school, 3) the principal takes part 

in the implementation of religious culture to shape the character of participants and support the 

project to strengthen the Pancasila student profile, 4) the school tries to establish cooperation with 

students' parents and the community in the application of religious culture to strengthen the 

character of students at school and in the family. 

Understanding the Value of Religious Cultural Activities  

Based on the observations and observations of the researcher during the research at SMP 

Negeri 2 Takengon, providing an understanding of the values in religious and cultural activities to 

students is carried out by providing an understanding of religious values that are carried out both 

in the learning process and in the afternoon extra hours both in the classroom and outside the 

classroom. Strengthening the understanding of the value contained in religious and cultural 

activities to students is carried out by religious teachers, subject matter teachers, or special guidance 
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teachers provided by the school. 

Religion is often a strong foundation in social movements, giving followers a deep meaning 

and passion. However, the role of religion is often poorly understood due to its complexity in 

combining spiritual beliefs with social action, thus creating a strong synergy for change in society 

(Smith et al., 2024). 

A welcoming and inclusive religious community where beginning bilingual students often 

find more than just a place of worship. In the warmth of communal prayer and social activities, they 

find support, friendship, and opportunities to practice their language skills. They feel a sense of 

togetherness that strengthens their enthusiasm for learning and adapting to a new environment 

(McNeill, 2022). 

Religion does not impact their response (Malik et al., 2022). Regional religion-cultural 

influences can shape behavior (R. Huang et al., 2024). The religious and cultural dimensions are 

identified as the most prominent (Pande & Shi, 2023). Religious messages conveyed in regional 

languages can be easier to understand than those conveyed in national languages because many 

Indonesians still use regional languages in daily communication (Dungcik, 2024). 

Religious sites have profound value because they are rooted in the terrain and perception of 

the people who visit them. Interpreting and preserving these sites from the perspective of a religious 

landscape not only preserves cultural heritage but also respects the spiritual ties that have been 

formed over the centuries. Appreciating each element's beauty and symbolic meaning in the 

religious landscape helps maintain a balance between tradition and modern development. It 

strengthens the inner bond between humans and their holy places (Zu et al., 2024). 

Amidst the silence of the classroom, the soft voice of a religious teacher echoed, offering 

spiritual guidance to each student. Although all schools are required by law to teach certain religious 

teachings, they also respect the uniqueness of the individual, provide exceptions for those in need, 

and create a balance between obligation and respect for differences (Galioto & Bellolio, 2023). 

The moral messages conveyed by teachers are sometimes more relevant to the hearts of 

students so that the process of strengthening character education through the application of religious 

culture will be more easily absorbed into the minds and actions of students because they are always 

reminded of religious values. With such an internalization process, it will touch more deeply into 

students and be easier to implement. For the value of religious and cultural activities to become 

long-lasting values, there must be a process of internalizing religious and cultural values. 
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Internalization means instilling and growing a value to become part of the person concerned. 

The planting and growth of value development are done through organized education and 

teaching. For example, education, direction, indoctrination (a process based on a value system to 

instill certain ideas, attitudes, systems of thought, behavior, and beliefs), and so on. 

From the results of the above research, the researcher found that in the process of 

strengthening character education through the application of religious culture to support the project 

of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon, each teacher instills an 

understanding of the values of religious, cultural activities in the character development of students 

carried out by all teachers, both in the classroom and outside the classroom. 

Example 

In a dynamic educational process, the active participation of teachers is the main key. Teachers 

can bridge theory with classroom practice through deep engagement, creating a relevant connection 

between academic content and students' daily needs. In addition, by encouraging collective 

participation, each teacher contributes to developing the overall expertise and building a mutually 

supportive and sustainable educational community (B. Huang et al., 2022). 

The role of teachers in education is very important because they are the main pillars of the 

learning process. A teacher's vast and in-depth knowledge slows them to teach the material well. 

Still, Teachers' positive beliefs and attitudes can create a conducive learning environment where 

students feel supported and valued. Adequate and constantly updated academic qualifications 

ensure that teachers are always ready to face new challenges in the ever-evolving world of 

education. Their motivation and skills in teaching greatly affect the quality of learning received by 

students. Motivated teachers will always look for new ways to make lessons more engaging and 

relevant. At the same time, good teaching skills allow them to deliver material in a way that is easy 

for all students to understand (Chaharbashloo et al., 2020). Teacher learning develops in various 

environments – including individual lesson preparation and reflection. A teacher designs innovative 

strategies in a dynamic classroom, utilizing the latest technology and learning methods. After the 

lesson, they reflect on each moment, looking for ways to improve teaching effectiveness and support 

each student's development. This reflection enriches the teacher's learning experience and creates a 

more inspiring and inclusive educational environment (Kooloos et al., 2023). 

Teachers who provide guidance and support to their students can balance the development of 

student autonomy with their protection (Zak-Doron & Perry-Hazan, 2024). Teachers adopt deep 
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values about beliefs, character, duties, and traditions. Through dedication and example, they 

preserve the legacy of wisdom passed down by previous generations and instill those values in their 

every action and teaching. In every step, they uphold the principle of shaping students' character, 

fostering a sense of responsibility, and respecting traditions that have preserved the identity and 

integrity of society. Thus, teachers become an important pillar in maintaining the sustainability of 

noble values and guiding future generations toward the right and meaningful path (Njelezi, 2023). 

Teachers must be able to be role models for students because teachers are subjects in education, 

while parents are the first teachers for their children (Palunga & Marzuki, 2017) (Jannah, 2019). 

Habits carried out by students' parents will be imitated by their children. Imitation is an important 

factor in shaping students' habits, so it takes the prudence of teachers and parents to behave, dress, 

and speak. The researcher's findings during the research on exemplary behavior at SMP Negeri 2 

Takengon are 1) every teacher and employee displays good morals in their way and attitude that 

upholds tolerance to others, 2) respects the elders, 3) speaks polite words, 4) all teachers and the 

academic community at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon wear Muslim clothing, 5) greeting and greeting 

and shaking hands. 

Realizing the strengthening of character education through the application of religious culture 

to support the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students in schools can be done 

through an exemplary approach and a persuasive approach or subtly inviting all school residents, 

as well as providing good reasons and explanations that can convince them. The attitude of the 

activity in the form of protection is to take action on their initiative and understand the emergence 

of actions so that they can contribute color and direction to the development of student's character 

in school. In addition, it can also be in the form of anticipation, namely active actions to create ideal 

situations and conditions. 

Based on the results of the above research, providing an example carried out by school 

residents in general and educators, in particular, is a process of strengthening character education 

through the application of religious culture to support the project of strengthening the profile of 

Pancasila students who have religious values in the environment of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon by 

doing good things that deserve to be imitated and emulated by students,  Giving an example of this 

example is an effort that is very inherent in the soul of the students because if the teacher does more 

or less good, of course, the students will follow. Still, on the other hand, if the teacher does badly, 

the students will do even worse things than the teacher. 
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Habituation  

The habituation stage is an important part because, at this stage, students begin to interact and 

socialize in the school environment, which begins with developing life skills. According to Rahmat 

(2017) the article Rahayu (2021), teachers play a role as substitutes for parents of students at school, 

so teachers need to develop behavior habits according to what is expected. Sari et al. (2023) 

Explained that habituation is very important in strengthening religious character education because 

it is hoped that students will always practice their religious teachings, individually and in groups, 

in daily life. 

Teacher behavior significantly impacts student behavior based on the psychological contract 

between teacher and student (Li et al., 2021). High teacher credibility is significantly associated with 

higher levels of student motivation (Lv, 2024). The transmission of joy between teachers and 

students is a reciprocal process, and teachers seem to benefit emotionally from episodes and positive 

expressions in the classroom (Frenzel et al., 2024). 

Habituation is one of the most important strategies for applying religious values 

(Ahsanulkhaq, 2019a; Ristianah, 2020; Wati & Arif, 2017). Through this habituation approach, it is 

hoped that students will be able to practice religious values continuously (Hakim et al., 2020; 

Ismatullah, 2019). At the habituation stage, students begin to interact and socialize in the school 

environment, so the role of teachers as a substitute for students' parents is needed to develop the 

habit of behaving as expected. 

Based on the results of the observation of the researcher's findings regarding the habituation 

you were carried out at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon by the guidance and coaching of teachers for 

students who are not used to it and still feel awkward carrying out religious and cultural activities 

in the school environment, subtly inviting students.  

The continuity of habituation does not only occur at school. Still, it must be practiced daily 

because students interact not only at school but also with their families and the community. That is 

a wise step taken by teachers to get used to practicing religious and cultural activities at home by 

first getting used to it in the school environment.  

Forms of Character Education Strengthening Programs Through the Application of Religious 

Culture to Support P5 at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

Based on the findings of the researcher in the field regarding the forms of religious culture that 

are carried out to strengthen the character education of students and to support the project of 
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strengthening the Pancasila student profile at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon through observation and 

interviews with several informants who are considered competent in explaining or explaining the 

forms of character education programs to support the project to strengthen the Pancasila student 

profile.  

Morning Greeting Activities 

The morning greeting activity is an activity that shapes the character and life values of students 

and is also a form of excellent service to parents of students who have entrusted educating their 

children at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. So that the parents of students are confident in letting their 

children be educated at this school. The morning greeting is a routine activity scheduled at SMP 

Negeri 2 Takengon for teachers, especially for picket officer teachers, and will be controlled by the 

principal. They waited for students' arrival at the school gate from 6.55 to 7.30 am. Students who 

came, delivered by their parents or themselves, immediately approached the teacher to say hello 

and shake hands. 

Morning greeting activities, namely smiles, greetings, and greetings carried out by teachers 

when welcoming students, will provide an atmosphere full of closeness and familiarity between 

students and teachers. A conducive atmosphere will be created in the school environment. With this 

morning greeting activity, teachers on duty will motivate students to foster a spirit of learning and 

will reprimand students who do not comply with the rules or do not fully dress to school. The 

morning greeting activity was carried out to familiarize students with communicating with teachers 

so that there was closeness and familiarity between the two. 

The goals and expectations of this activity will foster the respect of students towards others, 

especially the elders, and encourage them to make good habits by smiling, greeting, and shaking 

hands every time they meet. 

Tahsin and Tahfidz 

Reading the Qur'an properly and correctly is mandatory for Muslims. The Qur'an must follow 

what the Prophet Muhammad taught (Syaifullah et al., 2022).  People studying Qiro'ah or reciting 

the Qur'an should not study independently without a teacher to guide them. Special knowledge is 

needed to improve reading the Quran, called the science of tajweed.  The activity of improving the 

reading of the Qur'an is called tahsin. In this case, the habituation of tahsin recitation and tahfidz of 

the Qur'an. Students are accustomed to hearing, memorizing, and chanting verses of the Qur'an with 

a rhythm that follows the rules of tajweed science (Rahmita et al., n.d.). The Qur'anic mushaf can 
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provide a positive stimulus in the soul of students so that they always feel close to Allah SWT.  

This tahsin and tahfidz activity is an effort to develop the religious character of students to 

improve the reading of the Qur'an further, increase the memorization of Qur'anic verses, and get to 

know the rules and teachings of Islam because in learning tahsin and tahfiz aims to foster the 

character of students and provide understanding and awareness of students through the holy verses 

of the Qur'an (Amir, 2019). This activity is held at the school in the morning and evening. In the 

morning, it was held on Wednesday before entering school learning hours, which was guided by a 

religious teacher and assisted by a picket teacher. At the same time, in the afternoon, it was carried 

out on Tuesday and Wednesday by calling Ustadz and Ustadzah from outside, totaling seven 

people, then adding three religious teachers who were SMP Negeri 2 Takengon teachers. In addition 

to understanding the meaning and content of the holy verses of the Qur'an, the supervisor also 

directs students to learn to write verses of the Qur'an and insert the meaning of each reading of the 

Qur'an read by students.  

Women's Activities 

Islamic spirituality (Rohis) aims to explore the religious potentials possessed by students and 

as a forum for students to gain insight into religious teachings and a means to internalize and 

actualize religious values in every aspect of life (Wulandari, 2024). Rohis has several religious 

activity programs, including women's activities. Women's activities are a forum or means expected 

to affect the formation of students' morals positively.   

 The rohis or women's activity was held on Friday in the hall of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon. The 

activity took place after school and was attended by all female students. For the implementation of 

the activity, the teacher called speakers from outside and provided knowledge about religious 

science related to women, in this rohis activity students were invited to better understand 

themselves as a woman following the teachings of Islam and had to take better care of themselves 

and gain a lot of knowledge about women. 

Factors Hindering and Supporting the Implementation of Religious Culture in Strengthening 

Character Education to Support P5 at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon 

The implementation of strengthening character education through the application of religious 

culture to support the profile of Pancasila students is certainly not easy, but every activity carried 

out in schools to determine the success of these activities certainly has supporting and inhibiting 

factors. From the informant's presentation above, the researcher can understand the success of the 
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implementation of religious and cultural activities in character development to support the project 

to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students carried out at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon due to 

supporting factors such as the commitment of the principal, commitment, and support from the 

teacher council, adequate facilities and infrastructure, good management and,  The enthusiasm of 

the students in participating in various forms of religious, cultural activities. 

Inhibiting factors  

After several supporting factors that have been explained by the informant in strengthening 

character education through the application of religious culture to support the project of 

strengthening the Pancasila student profile, of course, some factors inhibit these activities.  

From the exposure to this information, the researcher can conclude that the obstacles or 

inhibiting factors in strengthening character education activities through the application of religious 

culture to support the project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students at SMP Negeri 2 

Takengon are the family or community environment, peers, the presence of activity supervisors, and 

the lack of mastery of reading the Quran. The inhibiting factors that arise gradually can be overcome 

by the efforts made by the school, namely by making policies and building commitments with school 

residents to understand the value of religious and cultural activities, examples, and habituation. So, 

gradually, the vision, mission, and motto of SMP Negeri 2 Takengon can be achieved well. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The conclusion of the research on the problem being researched is that the school's efforts in 

strengthening character education through the application of religious culture to support the project 

to strengthen the Pancasila student profile (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon are carried out by making 

policies and building commitment with school residents, understanding the value of religious 

cultural activities, examples, and habituation. Forms of strengthening character education through 

the application of religious culture to support the project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila 

students (P5) at SMP Negeri 2 Takengon include morning greeting activities, tahsin and tahfidz 

activities, women's activities/rohis, speech activities, literacy, Yasinan and Friday alms and activities 

to commemorate Islamic holidays. The supporting factors so that these activities can be carried out 

properly and continuously to strengthen the character of students are the principal's commitment 

and support from the teacher council, adequate facilities and infrastructure, and good management. 

The factors that hinder the strengthening of students' character through religious culture to support 
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the project of strengthening the profile of Pancasila students are the family or community 

environment, peers, the presence of activity coaches, and the lack of mastery of reading the Quran. 

However, all can be overcome with the efforts made by the school.  
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