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Abstract 

 

 

 

 

Prophetic character is a behavior that reflects the characteristics of the prophet, 

namely shidiq, trustworthy, tabligh, and fathanah. Prophetic character needs to be 

instilled in elementary schools to reduce cases of moral degradation. In instilling 

prophetic character, one way is through school culture. School culture is a habit in 

a school that characterizes and determines quality. The objectives of this study are: 

(1) to describe the role of school culture school culture in instilling prophetic 

character in Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School; (2) to analyze the 

obstacles in instilling prophetic character.This study uses a qualitative method with 

a descriptively. This study was conducted at Muhammadiyah Nurul Ilmi' 

Elementary School which is located in Minggiran, Kalitengah, Karangdowo 

District, Klaten Regency, Central Java with informans numbering 26 including 

principal, teachers, and 5th grade students. Data collection techniques were 

interviews, observations, documentation, and questionnaires. Data analysis used 

the Saldana model with open coding techniques followed by thematic analysis to 

categorize data and data triangulation to ensure validity and reliability. The results 

of this study indicate that the school culture of Muhammadiyah Nurul Ilmi' 

Elementary School has an important role in instilling prophetic character. The 

existing school culture is dhuha prayer, dhuhur prayer, charity, murojaah, tahfidz, 

lining up before entering class, arranging shoes, and greeting. There are several 

obstacles in instilling prophetic character, namely children like to play, are lazy to 

pray, are in a bad mood, are crowded, and rarely memorize surahs. The existence 

of habituation activities makes students accustomed to practicing prophetic 

character every day. 

Keywords Character, prophetic, school culture. 
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INTRODUCTION 

At this time, there are many cases of moral degradation. Moral degradation is a decline in a 

person's behavior due to low self-awareness in socializing with the surrounding environment. 

(Sofyana et al., 2023)  Moral degradation is the decline of ethics and moral values in society, which 

is characterized by deviant behavior. According to (Muniroh & Asy’ari, 2024) moral degradation, 

cases have spread to all levels of society, including elementary school children. The seeds of deviant 

behavior that are often found among students are cheating on homework or exams, lying, mocking 

friends, bullying, and even cursing teachers or older people (Purwasih, 2023). Often, deviant 

behavior is considered a trivial matter due to a lack of awareness. If cases of moral degradation 

continue to increase, it will have an impact on the destruction of the nation's character.   So, efforts 

need to be made to improve the nation's character. One way that can be done is to instill prophetic 

character. (Kurniawan et al., 2019) Character is very closely related to education; therefore, forming 

a good character can be started by elementary school students. In line with (Supriyadi, 2022) the 

opinion that prophetic education can shape character in elementary school students. 

Character is something that is very much attached to a person's personality. According to 

(Samrin, 2016) character is a picture of the soul that is manifested in a behavior. Someone who likes 

to lie, be rude, and manipulate is categorized as someone who has a bad character. But if the person 

behaves according to the prevailing morals, then it can be said to have a good character. Prophetic 

means the thing related to prophets. Prophetic character is behavior that reflects the characteristics 

of a prophet. According to (Roqib, 2015) prophetic moral values  , the mandatory characteristics of 

the apostle namely shidiq (honest), trustworthy, tabligh (conveying), and fathanah (intelligent). The 

instillation of prophetic morals will certainly provide provisions for students to have spirituality 

and become valuable human beings. (Kuntowijoyo, 2008) The prophetic character has values that 

are mapped into three pillars, namely humanization (upholding virtue) based on ta'murūna bi al-

ma'rūf, liberation (preventing evil) based on tan tanhā “an al-faḥshā wa al-munkar, and transcendence 

(belief in Allah SWT) sourced from the sentence tu'minūna bi allāh. Realizing prophetic morals is not 

only in the form of knowledge but is accompanied by application in everyday life through school 

culture, which can be used as a strategy for forming students' prophetic character. 

Culture is a habit or tradition that is inherent. According to (Labudasari & Rochmah, 2018) 

school culture is a habit that is carried out in schools. It can be concluded that school culture is a 

daily habit carried out by all school residents, including the principal, teachers, students, and so on. 
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Every school must have a different culture because it can determine the quality and values adopted 

by the school, in line with the opinion (Afifullah Nizary & Hamami, 2020) that school culture is a 

characteristic or character and a reflection of the school for society. According to (Maryamah, 2016a) 

the increasing cases of moral degradation encourage schools to develop a culture of discipline, 

responsibility, sincerity, honesty, and so on. School culture will help students to have positive habits 

and can reduce negative habits. Of course, school culture can also be integrated with the instillation 

of prophetic values by practicing prayer, giving alms, and memorizing the Qur'an, as done by 

Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School. 

Based on previous research, many efforts have been made to form the prophetic character of 

elementary school students. (S. G. Ismail, 2013; Nur Fauzi et al., 2023; Pratiwi & Usriyah, 2020; Tiara 

Savana C & Murfiah Dewi Wulandari, 2022) In addition, previous research (Khoirul Mustamir, 2022) 

examines the implementation of prophetic education in shaping the character of students. They 

instill prophetic character through learning and programs. However, based on existing research, 

efforts to shape prophetic character through school culture are still few. So it is important to conduct 

a study of this condition because school culture can shape prophetic character that helps suppress 

cases of moral degradation. In line with the opinion (Cahyono & Iswati, 2021) that the instillation of 

prophetic values requires habituation so that it can form daily behavior. So, the researcher wants to 

know whether school culture can instill prophetic character in students. Therefore, the purpose of 

this study is (1) to describe the role of school culture in instilling prophetic character in 

Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School and (2) to analyze the obstacles in instilling 

prophetic character. 

 

METHOD 

This study uses a qualitative approach with a case study method to explore the role of school 

culture in shaping students' prophetic character in elementary schools. The sample selection 

technique uses purposive sampling to suit the research objectives. (Hardani et al., 2020) This research 

was conducted at Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School located in Minggiran, Kalitengah, 

Karangdowo District, Klaten Regency, Central Java. The subjects in this study were the principal, 

teachers, and 24 fifth-grade students. Data collection techniques were carried out through 

interviews, observations, documentation, and questionnaires. (John W. Creswell, 2010) Interviews 

were conducted to collect semi-structured information. Observation activities were conducted to 
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directly observe daily activities carried out by students. Documentation activities were conducted 

to collect documents related to the school's vision and mission. As well as the use of questionnaires 

filled out by grade 5 students designed to determine the influence of school culture on prophetic 

character. The data that has been collected will be analyzed using open coding techniques followed 

by thematic analysis to categorize the data. (Saldana, 2017) Open coding is carried out by reading 

the data that has been obtained labeling the important parts, then continuing with thematic analysis 

by grouping the codes that have been created to analyze themes that reflect the data. This research 

uses data triangulation to ensure validity and reliability. Information that has been collected from 

interviews, observations, documents, and questionnaire results will be compared for confirmation. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Findings 

School Culture in Instilling Prophetic Character  

Based on the results of interviews, observations, and documentation during the research 

process in the field, it is known that Muhammadiyah Nurul Ilmi Elementary School instills prophetic 

character through school culture. School culture has an important role in instilling prophetic 

character in elementary school students. Students who apply prophetic character will have good 

morals so as to reduce cases of moral degradation. The results of the research that have been 

obtained are described in Table 1: 

Table 1. School Culture in Instilling Prophetic Character in Elementary School Students 

No. School Culture Description 

1. Ablution  Ablution is the process of cleansing oneself with water before performing 

prayers. Ablution is one of the valid requirements for prayer in Islam. 

Students at school are taught to perform ablutions before praying, as well as 

maintaining body hygiene as part of the correct worship procedures. 

2. Dzuhur prayer Dzuhur prayer is a fard prayer performed at midday, after the sun has 

slipped. At school, students are required to perform the Dzuhur prayer as 

part of a religious obligation that must be carried out by every Muslim. This 

prayer can be done in congregation at the school musala with the teacher as 

the imam. 

3. Dhuha prayer Performing Dhuha sunnah prayers as a good habit to start the day with 

prayer and bring blessings. Dhuha prayer is a voluntary prayer performed in 

the morning after sunrise and before entering the Dzuhur prayer time. This 

prayer is performed to bring blessings, ask for sustenance, and increase 

closeness to Allah. 

4. Give alms Giving alms is an activity of donating property to help others or assistance to 

those in need. At school, giving alms can be done through an infaq box 



The Role of School Culture in Forming the Prophetic Character of Elementary … (Dinda Puspita Ayu, et al.) 

       357 

provided in the classroom or in charity activities organized by the school. 

5. Picket Picket is a task carried out in turn by students to maintain the cleanliness and 

tidiness of the school environment. Picketing teaches students a sense of 

responsibility and discipline. 

6. Do homework  Doing homework is a student activity that involves exercises given by the 

teacher to be done outside of school hours. The aim is to train students' 

understanding of the material that has been learned and train their 

responsibility and independence in learning. 

7. Greetings Greeting used to address others in a polite and friendly manner. Students are 

taught to greet their teachers and friends, such as “Assalamu'alaikum” when 

entering class or meeting around the school. The greeting culture aims to 

create an atmosphere of respect and peace in the school environment. 

8. Murojaah  Murojaah is an activity of reading the surah together. Murojaah is done to 

open the learning so that it can run smoothly and increase focus and 

expression of gratitude. Besides that, this activity aims to strengthen students' 

memories of the material that has been learned, so that they can master it well. 

9. Tahfidz Tahfidz is the activity of memorizing verses of the Qur'an. This activity aims 

to increase students' understanding and closeness to Islamic teachings. The 

tahfidz program is carried out by memorizing short letters or certain verses. 

Based on Table 1, it is known that Nurul 'Ilmi Muhammadiyah Elementary School has a 

school culture. The existing school culture helps to instill prophetic characters, namely shindig, 

trustworthy, tabligh, and fathanah.  

Table 2. Student Activities in Instilling Prophetic Character in Elementary School Students 

No School Culture Student Activities 

1. Ablution  Students carry out ablution activities every time before prayer. Ablution 

begins with reading the intention and performing ablution movements in 

the correct order. Students can also invite their friends who have not 

performed ablution. 

2. Dzuhur prayer Students perform Dzuhur prayers in the school musala during breaks. 

Dzuhur prayers are performed in congregation with one of the teachers as 

imam. The congregational dzuhur prayer is divided into 2 groups, namely 

grades 1-3 and grades 4-6. Students must perform prayers calmly, perform 

prayer movements correctly, and pray after prayer. If there are friends who 

are busy during prayer, students should have the courage to remind them. 

3. Dhuha prayer Students perform Dhuha prayers in the morning before the first break. 

Dhuha prayers are performed in congregation freely from grades 1 to 6. 

Students must invite their friends to perform prayers. 

4. Give alms Giving alms activities are carried out every Friday. Students collect 

donations for social activities or share with those in need, such as in the infaq 

box in class or charity activities. Students can also invite their friends to do 

giving alms. 

5. Picket Each class has a division of the picket schedule according to the agreement. 

Students take turns carrying out picket duties to clean the classroom and 

school environment, such as sweeping, mopping, and tidying tables. 

6. Do homework Students do homework given by the teacher seriously, on time, and do not 

cheat. If students do not do their homework, they will usually be punished. 

7. Greetings Students greet teachers and friends when entering and leaving class, as well 
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as when meeting around the school. For example by saying 

“Assalamu'alaikum”. Usually there are teachers waiting for students in front 

of the gate to greet every morning. 

8. Murojaah  Students read a surah in the Qur'an together before starting the lesson. 

9. Tahfidz Students memorize surahs in the Qur'an and then deposit them with their 

homeroom teacher on time. Students must be able to memorize surahs with 

correct tajweed. 

 

Obstacles in Instilling the Character of the Prophet 

Based on the interview results, it is known that when carrying out habituation activities, there 

are several obstacles caused by various sources. The existing challenges will not be an obstacle to 

instilling prophetic characters. The challenges are described in Table 3 below: 

Table 3. Obstacles in Instilling Prophetic Character in Elementary School Students 

No Obstacles Solution 

1. Limited space for prayer 

room 

Divide the prayer time into several clusters such as when the 

dzuhur prayer starts from grades 1-3 then continues with 

grades 4-6. 

2. Students who play when 

prayer time arrives 

The teacher gives direction to students to go to the prayer 

room. 

3. Do not perform prayer Given punishment for praying alone or in the middle of the 

field. 

4. Not in a good mood Giving advice slowly so that students want to accept. 

5. Crowded during prayer Students have to repeat ablutions and prayers. 

6. Rarely deposit the 

memorization of the surah 

Provide motivation to students to be enthusiastic about 

memorizing surah. 

 

Based on table 3 above, there are several obstacles experienced. To overcome these obstacles, 

the teacher has several solutions and punishments. The punishment given depends on the behavior 

of the student. 

The Habit of Prophetic Character Cultivation Through School Culture 

At Muhammadiyah Nurul ‘Ilmi Elementary School, school culture, such as a habit that is 

carried out every day, can shape children to be more disciplined and have noble character. For 

example, when prayer time arrives, children have the awareness to immediately go to the prayer 

room and perform ablution to perform congregational prayer. Teachers also instill that prayer is not 

only to fulfill obligations but to carry out worship to Allah SWT. Behavior that deviates from norms 

and morals is reduced because students have realized that it is not something good. Instilling 

prophetic character will develop intelligence, emotions, behavior, and also nobility. 

 Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School has implemented a school culture to shape 

students' prophetic character. This is proven by the results of filling out the questionnaire by 
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students about habituation. Shidiq properties, which are presented in Figure 1 below: 

 

 

Figure 1. Instilling the Character of Shidiq 

Based on graph 1 shows the level of application of the shidiq trait in Muhammadiyah Nurul 

'Ilmi Elementary School students. It can be seen that activities that are the internalization of the 

shidiq trait have been widely implemented by students. First, performing ablution and praying with 

sincere intentions, the majority of students (20 out of 24) tend to have a positive attitude, with 17 

children choosing to agree and three children strongly agreeing. Although there are three students 

who choose neutral and one chooses to disagree, this has proven that students have a high 

awareness of reading the intention before performing ablution and praying. Second, performing 

ablution with the correct pillars, 19 out of 24 students stated that they agree or strongly agree. This 

proves that the majority of students always perform ablution with the correct pillars of ablution. 

Third, performing prayers solemnly and not crowded, the results are more varied; the majority (20 

out of 24) students stated that they agreed or strongly agreed, 3 chose neutral, and one strongly 

disagreed. It can be seen that almost all children have performed prayers solemnly, but there are 

still some who have not. Fourth, reading the prayer reading correctly, the majority of students chose 

to agree, and only 4 chose neutral. It can be concluded that, on average, students have been able to 

read the prayer reading correctly and not just do prayer movements. Fifth, praying after prayer, only 

two students chose neutral; the others chose to agree and strongly agree. 
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The second characteristic of prophethood is the nature of trust. Building the character of 

trustworthiness in school as presented in Figure 2 below: 

 

Figure 2. Instilling trustworthiness 

Based on the data in Figure 2, students have shown a trustworthy attitude towards various 

academic responsibilities and social values. First, completing homework on time, 12 students chose 

to agree, and six strongly agreed. This proves that students' awareness of the importance of 

discipline, responsibility, and carrying out tasks given by teachers are elements of trustworthiness. 

Second, doing homework independently and not cheating, all students chose to agree and strongly 

agree. This reflects a high commitment to academic integrity, which is in line with the principle of 

trustworthiness that everyone must maintain the trust that has been given. Third, carrying out picket 

duty according to schedule, there were two respondents who chose neutral, but the majority of 

students still showed a trustworthy attitude by choosing 10 agree and 12 strongly agree. This 

illustrates that students have understood the importance of responsibility which is part of the nature 

of trustworthiness. Fourth, the sincere intention to help others when giving alms received a positive 

response, with 14 agreeing and 10 strongly agreeing. Students have the awareness and sense of 

responsibility to provide assistance to people in need. Fifth, routinely giving alms, most students 

chose neutral and there were four students who chose to disagree. This shows that not all students 

routinely carry out alms. Therefore, efforts are needed to provide an understanding to students 

about the benefits of alms. 
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The third prophetic character is tabligh. The cultivation of tabligh traits in school habits is 

presented in the following Figure 3: 

 

Figure 3. Instilling the Nature of Tabligh 

Based on Figure 3 shows that students have varying attitudes towards social and spiritual 

actions, which are the internalization of the essence of tabligh, namely conveying Islamic messages 

and teachings to others. First, always inviting friends to give alms, there were 4 respondents who 

stated that they strongly agreed, seven respondents stated that they agreed, and 10 respondents 

were neutral, which shows that some students have invited their friends to give alms. However, 

efforts are needed so that students can convey Islamic teachings by giving alms. Second, inviting 

friends to pray; there were 14 respondents who stated that they agreed, and six respondents stated 

that they strongly agreed; this shows that most students are active in spreading the invitation to 

worship, which reflects the student's commitment to the essence of tabligh. Third, inviting friends 

to perform ablution showed that 10 respondents agreed, but 13 respondents were neutral, which 

shows that students have not fully optimized the initiative to invite ablution. Fourth, when giving 

advice to friends who are busy praying, students have reflected on efforts to remind each other, with 

nine respondents stating that they are neutral, seven respondents stating that they agree, and six 

respondents stating that they strongly agree. Students have shown good intentions, although not all 

of them have implemented them. Fifth, in greeting friends or teachers, students have shown a 

positive attitude with nine people agreeing and nine people strongly agreeing. This reflects that 

students have ethics in socializing well and establishing positive relationships with others. 
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The fourth prophetic character is fathonah. The cultivation of this character in school habits 

is presented in Figure 4 below: 

 

Figure 4. Instilling the Nature of Fathonah 

Graph 4 shows that students have shown a positive attitude towards activities related to 

learning and mastering the Qur'an, which is the interpretation of the nature of fathanah. First, 

reading the surah before studying, 15 students stated that they strongly agreed, and six students 

stated that they agreed, which means that they have a high awareness of the importance of preparing 

themselves spiritually before studying. By reading the surah before studying, students describe an 

understanding of the benefits of increasing focus and blessings when studying. Second, submitting 

memorization on time, 14 students chose to agree, and six students stated that they strongly agreed; 

this shows an awareness of the importance of discipline in memorizing. Third, being able to 

memorize the surah also showed a fairly positive response, with 11 students choosing to agree and 

six students stating neutral. This has reflected a good effort in the memorization process. Fourth, in 

the aspect of pronouncing letters with correct tajwid, the results of the study showed that although 

nine respondents agreed, there were eight who stayed neutral. Overall, students have shown good 

enthusiasm in learning and memorizing, but there are still obstacles that need to be overcome, 

namely in terms of reading with correct tajwid. This habituation activity is an internalization of the 

nature of fathanah. The habit of reading and reading the Qur'an correctly is a reflection of 

intelligence in practicing religious knowledge. 
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Discussion 

Muhammadiyah Nurul Ilmi Elementary School instills prophetic character through school 

culture. School culture is a habit that is instilled in all school members and characterizes the school. 

In line with (Maryamah, 2016b) that school culture is a character or characteristic attached to schools 

in society. One way to instill character in students is through school culture because of routine 

habituation and providing role models. In accordance with this opinion (Evi Nur Khofifah & Siti 

Mufarochah, 2022), planting to form a person's good values can be done through habituation. By 

doing routine habituation, it is hoped that students will get used to implementing positive activities. 

Providing role models is also included in a good strategy for instilling character in children, because 

children at elementary school age like to pay attention and imitate others. (A. M. Abidin, 2019) Also 

revealed that character building is not only through the transfer of knowledge but also by providing 

role models and habituation. Prophetic character cultivation plays an important role in suppressing 

existing cases of moral degradation. (Jasmana, 2021) Revealed that habituation can increase positive 

activities so that students become accustomed to doing them. 

School culture in instilling prophetic character at Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary 

School is done through some habituation and role models. The existence of a school culture can build 

positive behavior so that it can foster noble character in children, especially prophetic character. This 

is in line with the opinion (Sukadari, 2020) that building a school culture can have a positive impact 

and build good morals. If developed, school culture can shape the discipline, responsibility, and 

dedication of school members (Afifullah Nizary & Hamami, 2020). The school culture that has been 

implemented is the activities of dhuha prayer, dhuhur prayer, giving alms, murojaah, tahfidz, 

picket, do homework, ablution, and greetings. In addition, there are also small habits such as lining 

up before entering class, putting shoes on the shelf, and shaking hands before entering the school 

gate. In line with (Rahmawati et al., 2023) that character cultivation can be done by habituation, 

exemplary, and discipline coaching. These activities are carried out every day except tahfidz, which 

is carried out on certain days according to the schedule; this activity is taught by teachers from 

outside so that students get more knowledge. The give alms activity is carried out every Friday, 

students do give alms at will to foster empathy. This activity is intended so that children have the 

habit of carrying out worship since childhood in accordance with the recommendation of Rasulullah 

SAW that children must worship from 7 years (Suryanti & Widayanti, 2018). 
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In addition to these activities, there are rules that students must obey to form discipline and 

responsibility. According to (A. W. Putra et al., 2019) the rules have the aim of supporting school 

programs in increasing awareness of discipline and responsibility. Muhammadiyah Nurul Ilmi 

Elementary School enforces general rules and special rules in each class that are agreed upon by the 

class. For example, when he has not done his homework, then as a punishment, he must do it outside 

the classroom, he is fined if he does not carry out picket, gets points if he does not wear a complete 

uniform, and others. In line with the opinion (Rahmawati et al., 2023) that to succeed in character 

cultivation, discipline coaching can be realized by forming a picket schedule, doing assignments, 

and others. These activities will instill discipline, independence, and responsibility in students, 

which is the internalization of prophetic character. Habituation activities are not only carried out 

outside the classroom but there are also activities that must be carried out in the classroom. 

(Andiarini et al., 2018) Revealed that character education must be carried out inside or outside the 

classroom to support the character cultivation process. 

School culture is packaged through habits that are carried out to strengthen the character of 

children and get them used to it. In the habits that are carried out, of course, it is integrated with the 

planting of prophetic characters. The existing habituation is designed in the future to shape 

children's character. (Fahmi & Susanto, 2018) Children's character can be formed with good 

habituation. The first purpose of habituation is to fulfill obligations as a Muslim, but it implies more 

meaning so that children can practice prophetic character. Sometimes, children only pray to fulfill 

obligations, so the teacher helps to provide an understanding of the meaning of existing habituation. 

According to (Cahyono & Iswati, 2021) students do not realize the meaning of existing activities, so 

it is very important to provide understanding to students. At a certain time before prayer, a video is 

usually played about how to do ablutions or pray properly. In line with (Subagiya et al., 2023) that, 

so that children can understand the procedures for ablution can be given a visual description. From 

several activities carried out, there are several children who are included in a competition to improve 

achievements such as tahfidz competitions. In addition, the homeroom teacher revealed that there 

is a habituation of memorization; each class is the homeroom teacher and has a different policy. In 

class 5, memorization can be carried out at any time, such as during free time or breaks. The habits 

that have been implemented certainly have meaning, especially in instilling prophetic characters. 

In the field, every morning, there is a teacher on duty in front of the gate to welcome students 

who arrive. Students are seen greeting and shaking hands with the teacher. This habit is an effort to 
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instill the trait of tabligh because it shows respect and maintains good communication with the 

teacher. Then students rush to class before they put their shoes on the shelf first and put their bags. 

This is done to teach discipline to learners, as well as instill the trait of trustworthiness because it is 

responsible for maintaining goods and respecting other people's goods. Furthermore, before starting 

learning, students line up in front of the class led by the class leader and then read the letter and 

prayer before learning. Reading prayers and short letters are included in the cultivation of the nature 

of shidiq because it can show sincerity and expect to gain knowledge. The habituation of dhuha 

prayers is carried out by rolling each class because of the limited space of the mushola. Learners 

who get their turn swiftly go to the prayer room to take ablutions and perform dhuha prayers. The 

teacher is seen supervising students and providing direction. At noon, students perform dhuhur 

prayers in the congregation. Habituation of prayer can instill the properties of fathanah and shidiq 

because they realize the importance of worship and learn to be honest about whether to carry out 

prayers and ablutions seriously. After that, the habituation of memorization is handled by each 

homeroom teacher. Students who have memorized letters deposit them to the homeroom teacher at 

recess or free time. For Tahfidz, habituation is not carried out every day but is carried out on certain 

days according to the schedule. This habituation calls tahfidz teachers from outside so that students 

get deeper knowledge. Learners get a journal book to control memorization. Habituation instills the 

trait of tabligh because memorizing and conveying verses of the Qur'an, shidiq because it is serious 

and honest in understanding the contents of the Qur'an, and fathanah because memorizing requires 

intelligence. Furthermore, there is the habit of giving alms, which is done once a week every Friday. 

This habit instills the traits of trustworthiness and tabligh because it shows responsibility for wealth 

for good and spreads kindness to others. 

The instillation of prophetic character through school culture is done in various ways. First, 

the instillation of the shidiq nature. (Fitri et al., 2024) The nature of shidiq means being true and 

honest, both in words and deeds. The cultivation of the nature of shidiq is done through ablution 

and prayer with sincere intentions, carrying out the pillars of ablution correctly, performing prayers 

solemnly and not crowded, reading the prayer readings correctly, and praying after prayer, in line 

with the opinion(Kusuma, 2018)that performing ablution and congregational prayer with the correct 

procedures, procedures, readings, and movements can instill a religious character. The majority of 

Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School students have carried out many activities that are 

internalizing the nature of shidiq. However, there are still some who have not carried out, such as 
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not being solemn and crowding during prayer; this has the potential to invite other friends. 

Therefore, additional efforts are needed so that students can be solemn and not crowded during 

prayer. It is the opinion (Maisaroh & Jamhuri, 2022) that sanctions will be given to students who 

joke during prayers, but the sanctions given must be educational in nature. 

The second is to grow self-confidence. According to (Akis Indriana, 2017)  trustworthy means 

does not betray God or humans. The development of a trustworthy nature is carried out through 

routine activities of giving alms, sincere intentions to help others when giving alms, carrying out 

enticements according to schedule, doing homework independently and not cheating, and 

completing homework on time, in line with the opinion (Saharani, 2020) that having trustworthy 

behavior in accepting and doing the tasks given will give positive results. Students have 

implemented the internalization of trustworthy traits. This is proven by the awareness of students 

in carrying out the tasks given by the teacher. According to (Siregar, 2022) that, students must be 

responsible for doing the tasks that have been given well to maintain the mandate. However, in the 

activity of giving alms, some students have not done it routinely, so there needs to be an effort to 

provide an understanding of the benefits of giving alms. 

Third, instilling the tabligh nature. Instilling the tabligh nature is done by greeting friends or 

teachers, advising friends who are busy during prayer, inviting friends to perform ablution, inviting 

friends to pray, and inviting them to give alms. Most students have internalized the tabligh nature, 

but there are still some children who have not invited their friends to give alms. (Hawa et al., 2021)It 

is necessary to explain the benefits of making investments that can be done through aqidah so that 

students are aware of the rewards they get. From several applications of the nature of tabligh, 

students have shown good awareness of social and spiritual actions, but there needs to be an 

optimization effort, especially in inviting friends to give alms and perform ablution. According to 

(Mukhtar, 2023), parents also have a role in providing examples to children to invite them to 

worship. The application of tabligh traits in everyday life can help increase active contributions in 

spreading positive values so that individuals are more responsible for supporting each other in 

worship and doing good in line with the opinion (Yuanita, 2018) that inviting others to carry out the 

commands and prohibitions of Allah SWT will form good morals. 

Fourth, fostering the character of fathonah. According to (Musyirifin, 2020) fathonah is 

intelligence and wisdom in understanding and practicing knowledge. The application of the nature 

of fathonah is done through reading letters before studying, submitting memorization on time, being 
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able to memorize letters, and being able to recite letters with correct tajwid. In line with (Kumala et 

al., 2023) that, the habit of reading short letters before learning can be one strategy for forming 

students' character. This activity is an internalization of the nature of fathanah so that students are 

expected to be wiser in applying the teachings of the Qur'an in everyday life. In line with the opinion, 

(Azizah, 2022) fathonah means intelligent, not only clever but intelligent, and has skills formed by 

devotion to Allah SWT. 

With school culture packaged in habituation activities, it is proven to help instill prophetic 

characters. The characteristics of shidiq, trusted, tabligh, and fathonah are internalized in 

habituation activities at school so that students are accustomed to carrying them out. In line with the 

opinion (Sholicha & Darajatul Aliyah, 2024) that habituation is done to influence someone so that 

the person is willing to do activities without thinking because it has become a habit. In this way, 

habituation activities have many positive impacts on spiritual intelligence and the daily lives of 

students. Students who previously may have never carried out activities that reflect prophetic 

morals are now accustomed to doing them in their daily lives. So, it can be concluded that the school 

culture at Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School can instill prophetic character in students. 

The cultivation of prophetic character is carried out through school culture which is 

developed into habituation activities. However, carrying out habituation activities does not always 

go as smoothly as planned; there are several obstacles that arise in instilling prophetic character. 

Each student, of course, has their own character and uniqueness; some children are obedient, and 

some are not; (R. Ismail, 2018) there are differences in the character of obedient children, and no 

guidance is needed according to their character. For example, when prayer time arrives, sometimes 

there are children who do not go straight to the prayer room but instead play. To overcome this 

problem, teachers usually use emphasis sentences such as immediately telling children to go to the 

prayer room. There have also been children who are in a bad mood, so they don't want to pray, so 

the teacher will give advice slowly so that the child will accept. However, if there are children who 

deliberately do not perform prayers, they will be given the punishment of establishing their own 

congregation. In line with the opinion (Hardiansyah et al., 2020) that if the child violates, it will be 

given advice, but if it is still done, punishment will be given. If the child is lazy to pray, the 

punishment will be given to pray in the school yard so that the child feels embarrassed and does not 

repeat it again. In addition, the homeroom teacher applies discipline so that when it is time to pray, 

the child must immediately take ablution and pray. This is in line with the opinion (Maulandari, 
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2018) that discipline can be taught to children through a rule or order that adjusts the child's 

condition. 

Obstacles in habituation are not obstacles to continuing to instill prophetic character. Indeed, 

many obstacles are experienced, according to the results of interviews, such as children who are lazy 

or have a bad mood. Lazy learners usually hide somewhere or just stay in class. To overcome this 

problem, the teacher usually checks the class and sees who has prayed. If anyone is caught not 

participating in congregational prayers, they will be punished and not allowed to go home if they 

have not replaced their own prayers. For children who are busy and do not immediately form a 

prayer line, they will be told to repeat the ablution. In line with (Simaremare et al., 2023) that, 

children who choose to play rather than pray will be given encouragement and reminded of the 

importance of worship. In addition, in overcoming the obstacles children who rarely deposit 

memorization will be given motivation to be enthusiastic about memorizing the Al'Quran. In line 

with (F. P. Putra et al., 2021) that, great motivation will have a good impact on the quality of 

memorization. 

The results of this study support the findings of (Nur Fauzi et al., 2023) research, namely that 

the applied school culture such as habituation of 5S, praying, reading asmaul husna, dhuha prayer, 

dhuhur prayer, Friday prayer, tahfidzul qur'an, memorizing prayers, and commemorating Islamic 

holidays can shape student character. In addition, these findings confirm (Pratiwi & Usriyah, 2020) 

research which shows that the cultivation of prophetic character can be done through habituation 

and role models by teachers. (Pratiwi & Usriyah, 2020) Research reveals that knowledge transfer 

through learning or tausiah can be an effective way to instill prophetic character.  From this 

comparison, it can be concluded that school culture with various habits can strengthen efforts to 

instill prophetic character in students. The challenge that is still found in this study is that although 

prophetic values have been taught well, there is still a lack of evaluation, so habituation is still 

controlled manually. This is in accordance with the findings (S. G. Ismail, 2013) the lack of evaluation 

of what has been taught makes the application of prophetic education less optimal. The prophetic 

value that is formed in students has not been evaluated. Therefore, monitoring is needed so that the 

development of students can be monitored. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The results of this study indicate that school culture can instill prophetic characters in 



The Role of School Culture in Forming the Prophetic Character of Elementary … (Dinda Puspita Ayu, et al.) 

       369 

students. School culture at Muhammadiyah Nurul 'Ilmi Elementary School in the form of dhuha 

prayer, dhuhur prayer, murojaah, tahfidz, giving alms, homework, picket, ablution, and greetings. 

In addition, there are also small habits such as lining up before entering class, putting shoes on the 

shelf, and shaking hands before entering the school gate. These activities are the internalization of 

prophetic character traits, namely shidiq (honest), trustworthy, tabligh (conveying), and fathanah 

(intelligent). These habits will help instill prophetic character in students. In the process of instilling 

prophetic character, of course, there are several obstacles because there are children who are 

obedient and some who are not. For example, children do not go directly to the mosque but play, 

are lazy to pray, are in a bad mood, are busy, and rarely memorize. Obstacles in habituation are not 

obstacles to continuing to instill prophetic character. To overcome these obstacles, teachers usually 

give advice or appropriate punishment. Apart from these obstacles, students have followed the 

school culture through habituation activities well so that students become accustomed to practicing 

prophetic morals in their daily lives. 
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